ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 17, 1989 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Mr. Michael Hodder 
Bowers & Merena, Inc. 
Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 


Dear David and Michael: 


In my recent letter to you I asked about your source of the statement 
about Dr. Frank Smith Edwards. You told me it was in Farran Zerbe's 
notations. I await this information. 


It has occurred to me that the address of Dr. Frank Smith Edwards 

has never been determined, and a check of New York directories is 
indicated. I now suspect that since Edwards had 1796 forgeries made 
from dies, bought Bolen counterfeit dies, and tooled genuine copper 
pieces, that he possibly used his middle name to create "Smith of 

Ann Street.'' No person by the name of Smith has been found on Ann 
Street. It is also interesting that Smith of Ann Street pieces appeared 
simultaneously with Edwards’ copies. I wonder whether he was a medical 
doctor or a coin doctorer. This might be in directories or medical 
license records. 


I enclose a few sheets of data to refresh you as to the inconsistencies 
of even Bolen's statements as to whom he sold his dies. I will appre- 
ciate your comments. > 






Sincerely, ™ 


Eric P. Newman 
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BAR CENT. 65 struck in copper in 1862 and the dies sold to W. Elliot f : 

Woodward who struck twelve pieces in silver. The Bushnell Sale of 1882 | 

(lots 1162-64) discloses additional strikings in nickel, brass, and tin, but since 

Woodward in his circular (reproduced here) makes no mention of which of the 

three Lovetts was commissioned to strike the silver pieces, we shall probably } 
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never know who was responsible for the other metals. Bolen’s copy has the 
S passing over, instead of under, the A. Bolen no.2; Johnson no.?2. 


Copper 5.25-5.30 grams, Silver 5.50 grams; Genuine Copper 5.65 grams, 
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2. CONFEDERATIO CENT, Large stars. 2 struck in silver and 40 in copper, 
in 1863 and the dies destroyed by Bolen. According to the Woodward sale of 
April 1866, a unique striking is known in brass but this may be a trial piece 
inadvertently omitted in Bolen’s listing. The following points of comparison 
may be used for identification: 
a) The tops of ME in Americana are joined on the genuine. 
b) The lower portion of the S in Tyrannis is just about closed up on | 


the genuine while it is quite open on the copy. 

c) Bolen placed a dot in the Y of Tyrannis as a secret mark. 

d) The point of the star below the second E on the reverse is di- 
rected to a small ray on the Bolen; on the genuine, it points to 
a large ray. 

e) The star under N points to a large ray on the Bolen; on the 
genuine, it points to a small ray. 


Copper 9.45-9.50 grams, silver 9.70-10.65 grams: Genuine copper 7.50-7.60 
grams. Bolen no.7: Johnson no.7. 
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COPY ORIGINAL 
3. CONFEDERATIO CENT, Small stars. The same general information and 
statistics as apply to the preceding — including a unique striking in brass 


which weighs 8.60 grams. Bolen no.8; Johnson no.8. 





COPY ORIGINAL 


4. HIGLEY COPPER. 2 struck in silver and 40 copper in 1864 after which the 
dies were sold to Dr. F. S. Edwards. It is not known how many Edwards 
had struck although pieces are known in nickel and brass. 

a) Bolen’s copy has six dots on each crown band of the reverse, 
while the genuine has only five. 
b) The copy has a complete circle around the deer while the genuine 
has not. 
c) Bolen’s secret mark, a dot, may be seen in the C of Pence. 
Copper 9.50-9.70 grams, Silver 8.00-10.65 grams; Genuine Copper 7.90-11.02 
grams. Bolen no.10; Johnson no.11. 





COPY: ORIGINAL 


5. CAROLINA TOKEN. 2 silver, 40 copper, and 5 brass struck in 1869 after 
which the dies were rendered useless and deposited with the Boston Numis- 
matic Society. One of the silver copies is known to have been struck over an 
1807 Half Dollar and is so recorded in lot 1441 of the sale conducted by the 
Chapman Brothers in June 1885. 

Copper 10.65 grams, Silver 6.55 grams; Genuine Copper 8.42-10.49 grams. 
Bolen no.33; Johnson no.36. 
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Struck Copies oF EARLY AMERICAN COINS 





a) Bolen placed the tip of the first E of Excelsior to the right of the 
left foot whereas the genuine has the E directly below the foot. 
b) The copy has the outer oval on the reverse coinciding with the 
top ground line; the genuine has two complete ovals, the outer 
one breaking the top ground line. 
c) The copy produces a perfect alignment of the side of the second 
G in George, the bottom of the ear, and the lowest point of the 
star that follows Clinton; the star on the genuine is high and 
cannot be aligned with the ear or the G. 
d) There is a dot in the O of George placed there as a secret mark 
by Bolen. 
Copper 10.00-10.65 grams; Genuine Copper ditto. Bolen 37; Johnson 40. 
Silver copy was struck over an 1822 Quarter by Bolen. 
9. MULE of Reverse 2 with Reverse 3. Bolen Mule No.1. One struck in brass. 
10. MULE of Obverse 7 with Reverse 8. Bolen Mule No.11. 2 Silver, 40 Copper, 
5 brass. 
11. MULE of Reverse 7 with Reverse 8. Bolen Mule No.12. 5 struck in copper. 
12. MULE of Obverse 8 with Reverse 7. Bolen Mule No.13. 5 struck in copper. 
13. MULE of Obverse 8 with Obverse 7. Bolen Mule No.14. 5 struck in copper. 
14. MULE of Reverse 2 with Obverse 4. Unlisted by Bolen and probably struck by 
Edwards. The dies are obviously defaced and partially restored. 
Other mules also exist combined with Bolen’s Store Cards and unlisted both by 
Bolen and Johnson. 


EDWARD’S COPIES 


Very little is known of Dr. Frank Smith Edwards of New York. His name 
appears regularly amongst the buyers in the sales catalogues of the 1860’s—a fact 
which unquestionably placed him in the ranks of serious collectors of the day. His 
own collection was catalogued by Edward Cogan and sold by Bangs, Merwin & Co. in 
October 1865, shortly after his death. None of his copies, incidentally, appeared in 
the sale. The authority for his responsibility in striking and/or issuing copies rests with 
W. Elliot Woodward and Ed Frossard in the case of the Half Cent, and with Edward 
Cogan for the Immune Columbia which is illustrated by Crosby on Plate X. 





CORY ORIGINAL 


1. HALF CENT 1796. 12 pieces struck; 4.85 grams; genuine 5.05 grams. Bush- 
nell 2768. In the Francis S. Hoffman collection sold in New York during a four- 
day sale in April 1866, Woodward has this to say about lot 944: “One of the 
Edwards counterfeits; as fine as when it fell from the die; this piece is found 
in no cabinet in the country; the dies were destroyed since the death of Dr. 


Edwards, together with all the pieces struck from them, with the exception of 
_twelve purchased from him, his statement being that they were bought in 
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STRUCK Copies OF EARLY AMERICAN COINS 
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London. It now appears that the dies were made to order in New York City.” 
The piece in this sale, incidentally, was purchased by Crosby for $5.50. ie 
IMMUNE COLUMBIA/NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
a) The reverse of Edwards’ die has the lowest star pointing directly 
between V and A of NOVA, whereas the star of the genuine 
tends to point toward V. 
b) The space between the C of COLUMBIA and the head is wider 
on the genuine than on the copy. 
c) There is no ground line visible on Crosby's illustration of Ed- 
wards’ copy. 
Note: The writer has been unable to procure a specimen of the Edwards copy 
for illustration and weight. a eo 


DICKESON COPIES 


Prof. Montroville Wilson Dickeson (1813-1882) was best known for his 
American Numismatic Manual published in Philadelphia in 1859. Although a doctor 
of medicine, most of his years were spent in the study of antiquities and archaeology. 





CORY, ORIGINAL 


1. SOMMER ISLANDS SHILLING. Copper-Nickel, copper, brass, white- 
metal. This piece comes muled with various store cards and medals. Although 
Crosby called this a Robinson piece and others attributed it to Idler, it re- 
mained for Woodward to give Dickeson credit for issuing this copy. It was 
struck, probably in Philadelphia, in the 1850's. 





COPY ORIGINAL 


2. CONTINENTAL DOLLAR 1776. Copper, tin, and according to Haseltine, 
also 50 specimens in silver. Struck as a souvenir for the Centennial of 1876, 
this piece, like the preceding, cannot deceive. Years later, in the twentieth Cen gs 
tury, Thomas L. Elder acquired the dies. §).°/ 2 eta tny teks, 
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Struck Copies OF EARLY AMERICAN COINS 








THE GRANT COPY 


Horace M. Grant, a dealer who operated Grant’s Hobby Shop at 109 Empire 
Street, Providence, Rhode Island, had copies of the Rhode Island token made in 1936. 
These were struck by the Robbins Company of Attleboro, Mass. in both bronze and 
silver, the latter metal in a very limited number. To avoid confusion, despite the obvious 
medallic character of the copy, Mr. Grant had his initials H.M.G. placed on the crest 
of the wave below the Howe battleship. 





THE SMITH COUNTERFEITS 


“Smith of Ann Street” seems to be a byword among collectors of large cents yet 


this engraver is shrouded in a mantle of o scurity. His counterfeits are nothing more 
“than genuine cents which were rather tastefully tooled and improved upon. Although 
his 1793 Cents are the most common, it does not seem improbable that he also 
‘improved’ or otherwise altered other dates, e.g., 1799 and 1804. 

From the Jencks and Paine Sale sold by Woodward in December 1866, we hear 
the first mention of Smith pieces under lot 303: “1793 Unique variety; obv. head with 
“flowing hair; rev. wreath, stars and stripes on the edge. One of Mr. Smith’s make, and 
a more artistic and Beautiful coin than was ever issued by the U.S. Mint.” 
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Charles C. Cheek of Sanford, N. C., has an 1817 cent, with eleven stars. 
He states that all the references he has seen to this date are to the thirteen 
and fifteen star varieties. He would be glad to hear from anyone having 
information bearing on this variety. 





No. 6. HIGLEY CENT. Mule. This shows the same obverse as No. 5, 
joined to the same reverse as No. 2, with large stars in the sunburst. Both 
of these dies are by Bolen. Curiously, he does not mention this combination 
in his list. While he says that he sold the dies of No. 5 to Dr. Edwards of 


New York, still he states that he destroyed the dies of the pieces described 
“as No. 7-in his list, whicthas~-been described in the Numismatist as No. 2, 


“the Confederatio Cent. Nevertheless, these dies have been used in conjunc- 
tion, and there are several specimens known. Coprer. 





There are not many more interesting nor more rare series of pieces 
than the metallic checks issued by various Indian traders, which for a time 
passed or at least were valued just the same as money. As a well-known 
collector has stated, the explanation of the rarity cf such piecés now is due 
to the fact that they were nearly all redeemed, as it was not reasonable to 
suppose that the Government would permit the Indians to be defrauded by 
issues of this kind, especially as nearly all the traders who issued them were 
located at the Government forts. The piece illustrated above bears the 
name of a Western locality that has played a wonderfully important part in 
the history of the Far West, and perhaps is better known than any other 
similar point in that section of the country. Fort Laramie was the site of 
one of the earliest of the trading forts established in that part of the West, 
and was conducted by the fur companies for many years before it was pur- 
chased by the Government and maintained as a military establishment. It 
was the first permanent post erected in Wyoming, and was built by William 
Sublette and Robert Campbell in 1834. Both of these names are weil-known 
in the annals of Western fur trading. It was first named Fort William, after 
Mr. Sublette, and was situated on Laramie Fork, a tributary of the Platte 
River. These traders dealt in furs principally with the Indians of that sec- 
tion—the Arapahoes, Cheyennes, and the Sioux. The fort then was a pali- 
sade eighteen feet high, with a few abode houses inside. In 1835 it was sold 
to the American Fur Company, which included among others Milton Sub- 
lette, and Jim Bridger, also well-known pioneers in the fur trade. In 1836 
the fort was rebuilt at an outlay of $10,000, and then an attempt was made 
by the company to call it Fort John. A confusion of names resulted, and the 
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1851 B-1. MS-60. Fiery original mint red surfaces just beginning 


¥ to fade to brown. 

Breen notes in his Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents that “mint red ones 
” All half cents coined this year are from the same die pair. Under magnifica- 
he base and part of a third 1 can be seen to the right of the date, a die 


Walter 
are very rare : 
tion traces of t 
punching error. 


8 1853 B-1. AU-58. Smooth glossy brown surfaces. 
1855 B-1. MS-64 to 65. A breathtakingly beautiful, superb specimen. 
7 Glossy brown surfaces are tinged with iridescent blue. From an 
aesthetic viewpoint this coin stands head and shoulders among 
most other Mint State examples seen of the date. 


Large Cents 





1793 S-4 Chain Cent 





| 40 1793 Sheldon-4. Chain AMERICA. Periods after obverse legends. 

Value of F-15 but actually VF-20, but with a significant test cut on 
the obverse rim above ER of LIBERTY. Smooth light brown sur- 
faces are free of planchet problems. The reverse if graded separately 
would easily make VF-30. A very pleasing example of this highly 
desired issue. 
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Bowers and Merena — Half Cents, Large Cents 





11793’’ Cent by Edwards 





41 ‘1793’ large cent, a fantasy made in imitation of S-13L, believed 
to have been retooled by Dr. Frank Smith Edwards circa 1864, us- 
ing a 1794 cent as a matrix. 

Accompanying the piece is a typed note signed “F.Z.,” for Far- 
ran Zerbe, which reads: 

“The hand engraved 1793 Liberty Cap cent by Dr. Frank Smith 
Edwards of New York City, 1864. Dr. Edwards was a serious coin 
collector; his name is best associated with his die struck 1796 half 
cent. 

“This 1793 cent at first appearance looks like a die struck coin. 
The obverse is entirely hand engraved; it is a 1794 cent as seen from 








the reverse. The obverse is so designed and engraved so as not to 
fool the collector. An experienced collector of large cents will have 
little trouble when examining the date and the style of lettering. 
Upon close examination many details of the Jefferson head can be 
seen. The Liberty cap and the diebreak are almost perfect in all 
details. 

“This is the only known copy of this cent; none ever came to light 
in almost 80 years; it is most unique and considered a masterpiece. 
Evidently Dr. Edwards never put it up for public sale, so as not 
to confuse the collector as being a genuine cent of 1793. This is not 
considered as a counterfeit and was not made in large amounts 
or sold as genuine to fool the collector. F.Z.” 

The piece weighs 162.9 grains. The obverse grades VF-30 or bet- 
ter, while the reverse is worn nearly smooth. 

Our consignor informs us that he purchased the piece from Lou Werner. 
Previously it was owned by Farran Zerbe. 


It is not our normal practice to offer retooled coins for sale, but the present piece has 
a strong numismatic value for reasons indicated in the Zerbe letter. As a genuine American 
cent was used as the matrix, it is not a counterfeit; an alteration by retooling is the prop- 
er designation. 
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1794 S-18b Cent 
Head of 1793 





42 1794 S-18b. Head of 1793. EF-40 or close to it, somewhat lightly de- 
fined as per the shallowly prepared dies. At the right side of the ob- 
verse is a large planchet lamination, as illustrated, which caused 
the corresponding part of the reverse, consisting primarily of the 
central letters of the word AMERICA, not to strike up properly. 
Glossy light brown surfaces. A scarce and desirable Rarity-4 issue. 


43 1819 Newcomb-8. Small Date. AU-58. Lustrous light brown sur- 
faces with just enough kegmarks to drop this out of the MS-60 class, 
although a few years ago it would have passed as MS-60 in a breeze. 


Undoubtedly from the famous Randall Hoard, which contained numerous examples 
of N-8. 


ye 


AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA_ INC. 


August 18, 1989 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
F 3 -5319 
6450 Cecil Avenue ax (603) 569-53 


Sit, LOG MO. 6305 
Dear Eric: 


Thanks for your letter of August 14, and the information that you provided about the 
Philadelphia Highway coin find. I still think that it is very interesting to note that 
the find included a "pattern" of great rarity along with other coins much more common. 
Whatever happened to this piece? 


I must apologize for my New Jersey presentation at the ANA Convention. My slide list 
was dropped on the floor by James Taylor of the ANA, and without it I was unsure of 
exactly what I was showing! However, I think that the 1787 dated Maris 34-J overstruck 
on a 1788 Connecticut copper spoke for itself, as did the wonderful letter from Matthias 
Ogden, ordering copper in March, 1789. 


I did not forget the supporting materials for the "1793" Edwards cent. I have enclosed 
photocopies of the material that came to us from Byron White. The longer discussion 

is signed "F.Z", which I take to be Farran Zerbe. The smaller, darker, information at 
the lower left is in Byron's own handwriting; while the lighter square to its right is 

in L.S. Werner's hand. It is interesting to note that "Z" states "Upon close examination 
many details of the Jefferson Head can be seen." I have always felt the Jefferson Head 
cents to be quite unusual; they stand out from the series like no other. I suppose the 
important part of the project now is to pin down who Dr. Frank Smith Edwards of New York 
City was; and to trace the earliest appearance of the Jefferson Head cent at auction. 

The name appears to have been applied to the variety in 1867. This is all the information 
I have on this piece. The equation of Dr. Frank Smith Edwards and "Smith of Ann Street" 
was made by Byron; it does not appear in the "J.Z" commentary. 


Finally, thank you for supporting my application for membership in the Rittenhouse Society: 
I take it as an honor to be among such an illustrious company. 


Yours. truly; 
hell 

Michael J. Hodder 
MJH/clo 


Enclosures: as stated 


When great collections are sold Bowers and Merena sells them 


BOWERS AND MERENA GALLERIES, INC. 





August 21, 1989 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 

Fax line: (603) 569-5319 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St... LouiseuMG 63105 


Dearkhae: 


Thank you for your letter and enclosures. I will have Michael Hodder send you a 
Xerox copy of the typed note by F.Z. (Farran Zerbe). This came from Byron White. 
I know nothing of Edwards or Smith of Ann Street and do not know if they are the 
same person or different people. I await your research, which, if you follow 
precedent, should tell us everything we ever wanted to know on the subject! 


regards, 





Q. David Bowers 
QDB/mkv 


Copy to: 
Michael Hodder (with original) 


Your friends in the rare coin business 
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The hand engraved 1793 Liberty Cap Cent by 
Dr.Frank Smith Edwards of New York City 1&6). 


Dr.Edwards was a sentousiodin collector,his name 
is best associated with his die struck 1796 half 
cent. i ‘ 


This 1793 cent at first appearance looks like a 
die struck coin,lé the obverse is entirely hand 
engravedyit is a 179) cent as seen from the rev- 

erse.The obverse was so designed and engraved 
50 as not to fool the collector.An experienced 
collector of large cents ,of-lerge-eents will have 
little tyouble when examining the date and the 
style of ,lettering.Upon close examination many 
details of the Jefferson;Head can be seen. The 
Liberty Cap and the die break are almost perfect 
in all details. ; 


This is the only known secs of this cent,none 
ever came to life in almost 8&0 years,it is most 
unique and considered a masterpiece. Evidently 
br.Edwards never put it up for public sale,so 
as not to confuse the collector as bein» a 
genuine cent of 1793. This is not considered as 
a counterfit and was not made in large amounts 
or sold as genuine to fool the collector, 
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one call from Joe Lasser: 


Dr. Frank Smith Edwards had a home at 
154 West. 21st Street, \NYC, according. to 
the 1864 census. Was not in the 1860 
or the 1869, '70 census. No other data. 
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DISPOSAL OF DIES. 





No. 1. The dies were cut and pieces struck for Chas. E. 
Vinton, of this city. 

No. 2. I sold dies to W. E. Woodward, of Roxbury, 
Mass. He struck 12 in silver, then destroyed the dies. 

No. 3. Obverse die not correct. Dies of Nos. 3, 4 and 
5 I sold to Geo. B. Mason, of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Nos. 6, 7, 8 and 9. I destroyed the dies. 

Nos. 10 and 11. In 1865 I sold these dies to Dr, F. S. 
Edwards, of New York. I had partly defaced the No. 10 
dies, but he must have had them restored as I have seen one 
in nickel. From the No. 11 dies he struck 5 silver, 10 copper 
and 14 tin. Some years after I saw the No. 11 dies in the 
possession of Edward Cogan, of Brooklyn, N. Y., but they 
were ruined by rust. 

No. 12. Obverse die I destroyed. 

Nos. 13, 14 and 16. I sold these dies to A. R. McCoy, 
of New York. 

No. 15. Jas. Parker furnished the two pieces of copper, 
and after striking the two pieces I destroyed the reverse die. 

Nos. 17, 18 and obverse of 19 were destroyed. 

No. 21. The dies were cut and pieces struck for Moore 
Brothers, of this city. 

No. 24. Obverse die broke in using. 

In 1872 I traded the following dies to J. W. Kline, of 
Philadelphia, Pa.: Nos. 20, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 32 
and obverse of 30. 

No. 31. The reverse die was cut for Mr. Pratt, who 
furnished the pieces of copper. I struck 10 pieces then de- 
stroyed reverse die. 
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6 Washington Medal. Size 18. 
Osv.—Head to left. Leg., ‘‘George Washington.”’ 
Rev.—Oak wreath. Leg., ‘‘Avoid the extremes of party 
spirit.”’ 
Dies cut in 1862. 6 silver, 75 oreide. 


7 Fac-simile of Confederatio Cent. Size 18. 
Oxsv.—Indian standing by altar, holding bow and arrow, 
with right foot resting on a crown. Leg., ‘‘Inimica 
Tyrannis Americana.’’ 
Rev.—13 stars surrounded by sunrays. Leg., ‘‘Confed- 
Y eratio, 1785.’’ 
Dies cut in 1863. 2 silver, 40 copper. 





8 Fac-simile of Confederatio Cent. Size 18. 
Osv.—Same as No. 7. 
Rev.—Similar to No. 7, but has larger sunrays and 
smaller stars. 
Dies cut in 1863. 2 silver, 40 copper. 


4 9 Business Card. Size 18. 
Osv.—Head to left, star each side. Leg., ‘‘J. A. Bolen, 
1864.’’ 


Rev.—Liberty cap surrounded by sunrays. Leg., ‘‘United 
States of America. Liberty.’’ 
Dies cut in 1864. 25 oreide. 


10 Fac-simile of Higley Cent. Size 18. 
Osv.—Stag facing to left. Hand below. Leg., ““The 
valve of three pence.’’ 
Rev.—Three hammers crowned. Leg., ‘‘Connecticvt, 
‘ 1737.’’ Star below at left of date. 
Dies cut in 1864. 2 silver, 40 copper. 


a‘ 11 Washington Medal. Size 37. 
Osy. Bust of Washington to left. Leg., ‘‘George 
Washington.’’ 
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PREFACE. 


HILE in business as a die-sinker I received my first 

order for a medal, which is number one of Catalog, 
and any spare time afterward I would pass in cutting dies 
for a card or medal for myself. I received very few orders 
for this class of work, there being little demand for it; most 
of those wanting such work done would send to some large 
city. 

At that time, besides myself, quite a number here were 
Numismatists and had fine collections; one of them sug- 
gested that I make Fac-similes of some of the rare coins. 
They could not procure the original coins and wanted to 
fill spaces in their collection, but did not like electrotypes. 
I accordingly started with the Bar Cent, and so on with the 
others, seven in all. Although I never thought or tried to 
pass one as a genuine, I have often regretted having issued 
them as I have been informed that they have been worn or 
rubbed and made to look old, then sold as genuine. I spent 
a great deal of time on them; on one I worked from a gen- 
uine coin, on the others from very fine electrotypes. They 
are all quite scarce now. They were not a financial success 
tome. Many of the best collectors did not like it because I 
cut these dies, which is another reason why I am sorry I 
issued them. But it has all passed and gone now, and most 
of the many collectors and old friends to whom I was well 
known, have passed away to the ‘‘ great unknown.’’ To 
the few who may still be living, I hope (if they receive 
this Catalog) it will be a pleasant reminder of old times. 

The catalog published by Mr. Johnson, in 1882, not 
being complete, and containing numerous errors, led me 
to issue the present edition. 


J. A. BOLEN. 
SPRINGFIELD, Mass., OCTOBER, 1904. 
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Charles C. Cheek of Sanford, N. C., has an 1817 cent, with eleven stars. 
He states that all the references he has seen to this date are to the thirteen 
and fifteen star varieties. He would be glad to hear from anyone having 
information bearing on this variety. 








No. 6. HIGLEY CENT. Mule. This shows the same obverse as No. 5, 
joined to the same reverse as No. 2, with large stars in the sunburst. Both 
of these dies are by Bolen. Curiously, he does a: mention this combination 
in his list. Ww hile he Si 






> 


“as NOs sein “his has een aesoriGea in the Numismatist as No 3, 


2 v y ~ 
“the Confederatio Cent. Nevertheless, these dies have been used in conjunc- 


tion, and there are several specimens known. Coprer. 











There are not many more interesting nor mote rare series of pieces 
than the metallic checks issued by various Indian traders, which for a time 
passed or at least were valued just the same as money. As a well-known 
collector has stated, the explanation of the rarity cf such pieces now is due 
to the fact that they were nearly all redeemed, as it was not reasonable to 
suppose that the Government would permit the Indians to be defrauded by 
issues of this kind, especially as nearly all the traders who issued them were 
located at the Government forts. The piece illustrated above bears the 
name of a Western locality that has played a wonderfully important part in 
the history of the Far West, and perhaps is better known than any other 
similar point in that section of the country. Fort Laramie was the site of 
one of the earliest of the trading forts established in that part of the West, 
and was conducted by the fur companies for many years befcre it was pur- 
chased by the Government and maintained as a military establishment. It 
was the first permanent post erected in Wyoming, and was built by William 
Sublette and Robert Campbell in 1834. Both of these names are well-known 
in the annals of Western fur trading. It was first named Fort William, after 
Mr. Sublette, and was situated on Laramie Fork, a tributary of the Platte 
River. These traders dealt in furs principally with the Indians of that sec- 
tion—the Arapahoes, Cheyennes, and the Sioux. The fort then was a pali- 
sade eighteen feet high, with a few abode houses inside. In 1835 it was sold 
to the American Fur Company, which included among others Milton Sub- 
lette, and Jim Bridger, also well-known pioneers in the fur trade. In 1836 
the fort was rebuilt at an outlay of $10,000, and then an attempt was made 
by the company to call it Fort John. A confusion of names resulted, and the 
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By R. W. JULIAN 


HAT JOHN Harper, a former 
officer of the Continental Navy, 
once struck United States Cents, is 
a fact little known to most present- 
day numismatists, although Walter 
Breen wrote on it in his monograph! 
concerning the patterns of 1792. This 
work is written to present the “old” 
facts, plus new information which 
has not, to the author’s knowledge, 
appeared previously in print. It 
should be emphasized that any Cents 
struck by Harper can only be classed 
as imitations, since he had no legal 
right to strike them; on the other 
hand they cannot be called counter- 
feits since there was no law regard- 
ing what he did. 

The known facts about Harper 
may be summarily stated in just a 
few sentences. Probably born in the 
1740’s in England, he served in the 
American Navy as Master of the 
Reprisal in 1777 and possibly other 
years. From a letter of Albion Cox 
(quoted below) we may infer that 
Harper had had experience in an 
English mint, probably one of the 
private ones near Birmingham. For 
his naval services in the Revolution- 
ary War, he was paid the princely 
sum of $308.64 in 1792 (as a result 
of a petition of his to Congress? ). 

In the latter part of the 1780’s, 
Harper was connected, in an un- 
known capacity, but probably as a 
chief coiner to one of the contractors, 
with the coining of the New Jersey 
Cents. This we also know from the 
letter of Cox quoted below. 

Harper may have tried to obtain 
a position, along with Peter Getz 
and others, in the new United States 
mint when it was being organized in 
1792_by President Washington and 
Secretary of State Jefferson. Pre- 
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sumably he would have tried for the 
position of Chief Coiner, something 
he was well qualified for. 

Although the former Revolution- 
ary War naval officer did not obtain 
a position in the new mint (perhaps 
because he had never tried for one), 
he did supply the mint with various 
articles and_= services during the 
years 1792 to 1795 and_ possibly 
later. (The Chief Coiner’s accounts 
for small payments made by him 
are only extant for 1793 and thus we 
cannot say for certain about when 
his connection ceased with the mint.) 
They are:(2) 

Date Why How Much 
Aug. 29, 1792 Cutting presses 

and Castings .$217.85 
Sept. 1, 1792 Mechanics .... 34.42 
Aug. 11,1992 Saws”. 3.50 
May 23, 1794 Pair of rollers 

and a large 

MOAI se. e 21.33 

In late 1794 a committee,(3) com- 
posed of Elias Boudinot and others, 
was appointed by the House of Rep- 
resentatives to inquire into the state 
of the mint at that time and find out 
why more United States coin was not 
in circulation. As a matter of fact, 
only copper coinage had been placed 
in circulation and silver coinage was 





(1) Breen, Walter. ‘The United States 
Patterns of 1792” in CGJ, March-April, 
1954. The letters of Cox and Harper 
have been reprinted there in exactly 
the same way as they were written, 
poor grammar and all, For ease of 
reading the writer has in this mono- 
graph rewritten all three (including 
minor changes in the Boudinot epistle) 
into more correct English. 

(2) From the Warrant records of David 
Rittenhouse, the first director, and the 
1793 expense account of Henry Voight, 
the Chief Coiner, both in the National 
Archives, R.G. 104. 

(3) For the completed report of the com- 

mittee, presented on February 9, 1795, 

see the NSM of July, 1961, 
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only just beginning in late 1794. The 
committee submitted a list of 13 
questions concerning the mint to 
each of the officers of the mint and 
possibly others as well. The most 
important question (for our pur- 
poses) was number thirteen which 
concerned how the mint could be im- 
proved and made more efficient. The 
other extant answers to this ques- 
tion are of no importance, but a let- 
ter(4) of Albion Cox, the Assayer of 
the Mint, in reply to question #13 
and as a covering letter to his other 
replies, reads as follows: 

Phil. Jan. 18, 1795 
Sir: 

I enclose to you my answers to 
different questions communicated to 
me as Assayer of the Mint—the last 
question puts me in a trying posi- 
tion. I do not wish to condemn, but 
if a remedy is not pointed out to 
alter the present proceedings of the 
mint, I anticipate its destruction 
very shortly—three years has very 
nearly elapsed since the institution 
was first made and more than twenty 
thousand dollars has been expended 
on complex machinery without pro- 
ducing one-half that sum in coins.(5) 
I will take the liberty of reeommend- 
ing to you a practical man who oper- 
ated in the Jersey coppers—he will 
give you such information with re- 
pect to the proceedings of coinage 
as will appear almost incredible 
when contrasted with the present 
proceedings. I mean this only that 
you may be acquainted with the de- 
fects and see the remedy and apply 
it. 

I declare to you, sir, that I have 
no personal emnity against any offi- 
cer of the mint, but the nature of my 
obligations to the public requires me 
to give every [all] information in 
my power to remedy the defects in 
the institution of which I am con- 
cerned as a public officer. I should 
have endeavored to have made such 
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remarks as have come under my 
knowledge, but accidently meeting 
this person Friday evening, who is 
much better informed than I possi- 
bly can be and who is willing to com- 
municate his knowledge regarding 
the practice of coinage in England. 
This information, I trust, will re- 
main in your own breast and not be 
communicated; if any question 
should arise from my answers I 
should be glad to answer them per- 
sonally. 

I am, very respectfully 
Sir, your most obedient servant 
Albion Cox 

The Honorable Elias Boudinot— 

The person I allude to is John 
Harper, now very extensively in the 
saw-making business near the iron 
works at Trenton—he will return to 
Trenton on Wednesday—I will com- 
municate anything to him should 
you think proper. 

Cox’s letter contains a number of 
inaccuracies (see notes at the end of 
this article for a discussion of them), 
probably deliberate in intent, as a 
way of providing a good introduction 
for his friend, John Harper. This is 
not to say, of course, that the mint 
did not have certain defects. 

At any rate the committee saw 


(4) Both the Cox letter and the one of 
Harper are to be found in R.G. 104 
in the National Archives, * 

(5) Cox was way off here in his estimate 
of the value of coins struck, In copper 
coins from March, 17938, to December, 
1794, there were struck $10,875 worth 
while the official deliveries for 1794 
show $4408 in silver giving a total of 
$15,823 just through December 31, 1794. 
In addition, another $10,000 worth of 
halves had probably been struck in 
January before the date of Cox’s letter! 
Since Cox was Assayer and also doing 
a great part of the melting and refin- 
ing work, he ought to have known that 
the silver coinage was rapidly coming 
into its own even as he penned his 
words. His comments concerning the 
early abolition of the mint sound rather 
like sour grapes in his case since he 
well knew that the principal troubles 
of the mint had been legal requirements, 
to overcome as well as a lack of ex- 
perienced workmen. 
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Harper and questioned him about his 
knowledge of the mint and what 
could be done to improve it, but 
most of Harper’s comments concern- 
ed improvements in machinery, 
something not within the field of the 
committee’s inquiry. They sent him 
to the Secretary of State who in 
turn sent him to the mint to point 
out to the mint officers the improve- 
ments needed. The mint officers 
treated him poorly (one wonders 
what Albion Cox did in this situ- 
ation when Harper showed up at the 
mint) with the result that he de- 
cided to prove to the committee, with 
a practical demonstration of his 
ideas on coining techniques, that he 
was in the right. 

Harper proceeded to cut a pair of 
Cent dies and also modify one of his 
Saw-making machines (which could 
have been a former coinage press) 
which created a small-scale mint. 
Just where this “mint” was located 
is uncertain, although it was either 
at his saw-making plant near the 
iron works at Trenton or in Phila- 
delphia. It is possible that he had a 
small branch of his business in 
Philadelphia and the committee 
would not have had to go to Trenton 
or Harper have to move one of his 
machines to Philadelphia. The ma- 
chines may have been small, how- 
ever, and easily moved. 

Wherever his mint was, Harper 
invited the members of the commit- 
tee to see a demonstration of his 
coining techniques, which they did. 
The planchets Harper used were cut 
from sheet copper and only roughly 
prepared for coining as regards 
weight. He was probably careful 
concerning diameter of the pieces 
since his improvements consisted in 
part of an improved feeding system 
for the presses.(6) It would appear, 
from the date of Cox’s letter, that 
Harper struck his first (and only ?) 
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batch of Cents in February or March 
of 1795. 

In November Harper wrote a let- 
ter to the new Director of the Mint, 
Elias Boudinot (the same man as 
mentioned above) with a plan for a 
contract coinage of Cents: 

Sir: 

I propose to engage with you, or 
any other gentlemen, on the follow- 
ing terms—that is to say—to receive 
sheet copper of the right size and 
coin the same into Cents complete 
for circulation at the rate of eighty 
dollars per ton and to return the 
same in Cents and shruf [clippings] 
deducting twenty-five pounds in each 
ton for waste. I will also forge and 
harden all the dies, beds, and 
punches for the same. 

Philadelphia, November 4, 1795. 
John Harper 

It is not known whether or not 
Harper struck sample Cents (from 
the dies he cut in February, 1795) 
to accompany this letter. He may 
have considered that since Boudinot 
had seen samples of his work (and 
no doubt still had some of the earlier 
pieces) there would have been no 
need for striking any more of his 
Cents. The reason that Harper wait- 
ed so long (from the February/ 
March striking) before applying for 
the contract was almost certainly 
due to the fact that Boudinot became 
the third director of the mint just 
about one week before John Harper 
sent in his memorial to the mint. 

Instead of acceding to the pro- 
posal, Boudinot seized the dies and 
offered him the post of Assistant 
Coiner, a position which Harper de- 

clined. Boudinot may have prompted 


(6) Harper did not use prepared planchets 
(made by someone else) nor did he 
introduce their use into the mint, The 
latter did not begin using ready-made 
blanks until the last quarter of 1796, 
although Boudinot began making in- 
quiries in December, 1795, through a 
relative in England. 
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Harper to apply: for recompense 
from the federal government for his 
efforts, for on February 3, 1796, the 
erstwhile Cent coiner submitted a 
memorial (petition)(7) to the House 
of Representatives asking that he be 
paid for his services to the mint in 
1795. The House asked Boudinot, as 
Director of the Mint, to comment on 
the petition, and received his reply 
as follows: 
Mint of the United States, 
Feby 8th, 1796 
Sir: 

I have the honor of enclosing to 
you a report on the memorial of 
John Harper in obedience to the 
order of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 3rd instant, and am with 
every sentiment of respect and 
esteem, 

Sir, your most obedient 
and humble servant 
Elias Boudinot 

The Director of the Mint in obedi- 
ence to the order of the House of 
Representatives of the United States, 
of the 3rd instant, has carefully ex- 
amined the memorial of John Harper 
of the City of Philadelphia, and begs 
leave to make the following report 
thereon. 

That in the beginning of the year 
1795, a committee of the House of 
Representatives was appointed to 
inquire into and report on the state 
of the Mint of the United States— 
when being informed that the said 
memorialist was able to give them 
some useful information respecting 
the management and machinery of 
mints, the committee sent for him 
and put a number of important ques- 
tions to him. The memorialist, with 
great candor and freedom, communi- 
cated his knowledge to the commit- 
tee, who thought it worth forward- 
ing to the Secretary of State and 
to grant him an interview with the 
memorialist, as the committee did 
not consider the improvement of the 
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machinery as coming within their 
appointment. 

Some days after, the memorialist 
complained to the members of the 
committee that he had not been well 
treated, as on his going to the mint, 
and pointing out the improvements 
which he thought necessary, he was 
treated with neglect, and as a per- 
son knowing but little of the busi- 
ness—but to convince the commit- 
tee he had said nothing but what was 
true, he would make a press and 
cutting machine at his own expense. 
The committee dissuaded him from 
it, as it was not in their power to 
reimburse him the expenses he 
would necessarily be at. In a few 
weeks the said memorialist again 
called on the committee on his own 
accord, and informed them that his 
press was ready, that he had made 
the dies also, and would prove by 
actual experiment what he had as- 
serted as theory. The committee at- 
tended, and were greatly pleased 
with the simplicity of the machine, 
and the expedition with which it 
struck the coins. The committee 
from their own pockets reimbursed 
the memorialist for the copper he 
had used in the experiment, and rec- 
ommended him to the Secretary of 
State for further attention; but the 
memorialist did not receive any 
other compensation. 

The same simple mode of coining 
(8) is now practiced at the Mint of 


(7) Harper's petition was probably de- 
stroyed in the 1814 fire which destroyed 
the Capitol when the British burned 
Washington. Many documents relevant 
to the mint were destroyed at that time. 

(8) Probably a simplified way of feeding 
planchets into the press. It is likely 


that Boudinot called on Harper (after 
Boudinot became Mint Director in Oc- 
tober, 1795) to point out the faults of 
the mint and suggest remedies for them. 
An experienced eye could have found 
many faults in the production of cop- 
per coins as did James Davy, who vis- 


ited the mint in December, 1794, and 
sent the Secretary of State a report 
on his visit. 
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the United States with great advan- 
tage. The present director on coming 
into office found the dies used by the 
said memorialist still in his posses- 
sion and conceiving this to be very 
improper, took them into the mint 
with the design of paying the me- 
morialist for them. The director 
finding that he could not legally re- 
imburse him for his services, offered 
him the second appointment in the 
coining department, which was re- 
fused, he being engaged in a more 
lucrative employment. 

The director, therefore, on the 
whole of the memorialist’s case (al- 
though he does not think he suffered 
much by the making of the presses, 
it being in the way of his business) 
yet considers him in equity entitled 
to a reasonable recompense for the 
candid and useful information given 
to the committee, the dies taken into 
the mint, and the loss of time at- 
tending for that purpose. 

It is said(®) that Congress voted 
Harper $100 but the writer was un- 
able to confirm or disprove this on 
a recent trip to the Archives. 

After this Harper drops out of our 
sight and nothing has been learned 
regarding his activities after 1796. 
It can, of course, be surmised that 
he died, and was buried, somewhere 
near the Trenton-Philadelphia re- 
gion, and other records of him would 
exist in this particular area. 

It is a near certainty (as was 
pointed out by Walter Breen in his 
“1792” monograph) that the _ so- 
called “Jefferson’s Cents” are to be 
equated with the products of Harp- 
er’s mint. The fact that they are not 
die linked to any other of the 1795 
Cents plus the fact that the letters 
appear to be engraved rather than 
punched are important links in this 
belief. Also, the somewhat irregular 
weights tend to confirm a non-mint 
origin of the pieces. 

There are two distinct varieties of 
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these Cents: the first has no milling 
en the obverse (the reverses are 
identical) while the second variety 
has heavy, distinct milling. Although 
the writer has seen only photographs 
of these pieces, he is of the opinion 
that the milling (on the unique sec- 
ond variety) was done in the mint 
after the dies had been seized in 
November, 1795. This would account 
also for lettered edge of the second 
variety since it is hardly likely that 
Harper would have gone to the 
trouble of making a Castaing ma- 
chine just for edge-lettering a few 
Cents. The mint would certainly 
have had on hand some of the heavy 
(208 grains opposed to the 168 grain 
pieces struck after December 28, 
1795) edge-lettered planchets ena- 
bling them to strike this now unique 
piece. If the second variety was 
struck in the mint, it would then be 
a legal issue as opposed to the 
imitations struck by Harper.(10) 


(9) See Breen, op cit, page 15, 


(10) If it were true that the second variety 
was struck in the mint, it would pre- 
sent the interesting contradiction of an 
official issue being struck from dies 
prepared by a private individual] in an 
attempt to get the copper contract 
coinage for himself! This would surely 
be unique in the history of coinage. 


a 


Wooden Dime for 

Raymond, New Hampshire 

Raymond, N.H. issued wooden 
dimes as a part of its Bi-Centennial 
celebration week, Aug. 9-15, 1964. 

The obverse bears a replica of the 
1776 New Hampshire cent, and the 
reverse bears the slogan of the Bi- 
Centennial. The artwork for the 
dime was done by Marvin Perkins 
of Concord, N.H. 

Collectors wishing to obtain these 
wooden dimes for their collections 
may do so by sending a dime for 
each one desired plus a self-address- 
ed stamped envelope to William 
Prince, P.O. Box 116, Raymond, N.H. 
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Mintage Manual for 7 ates 1872-1963 


1884 
1890 


1909 


1872 
1884 
1890 
1909 


1928 


1872 


1893 
1894 
1897 
1899 


1909 


1917 


1928 


1884 


1909 


1917 


By PAUL R. EDEN 


% CENTAVO 


75 copper, 25 nickel; 2.0 grams; 14.0mm. 
1556 940090 -a 08 9 Unicare MRA tr acer ten ToT cae OUMOMNET Oe Deo. cuando OL 


BiCMiInGhatiiecs. steceew.s 6 oon aanereeene mak aes oie na etn e eee 
75 copper, 25 nickel; 1.5 grams; 15.0mm. 
Birmingham. 36h ~ osc, casnenerd crssavaisdo vel escenario een aie 


1 CENTAVO 


95 copper, 4 tin, 1 zine; 6.0 grams; 26.0mm. 
Birmingham 


SW Wee RV CL@ Otero) @. 8) Oe. € Grab ale Ole Oe 0 8 © & leap Je eel d ee 04) a 


75 copper, 25 nickel; 3.0 grams; 17.0mm. 


Birmingham ...... 500,000 1886 Birmingham ...... 
Copper; 6.0 grams; 26.0mm. 
BiVMiN SNA: <. 5%. cee clcee os ween a heMers eee comer Mecnnonre 
75 copper, 25 nickel; 2.0 grams; 17.0mm. 
Winn Warn ek, cee aan oneal ee te eae er ae 


95 copper, 5 tin and zinc; 3.5 grams; 20.5mm. 
Philadelphia eA ceive wate ocean heme aT ene 


2 CENTAVOS 


95 copper, 4 tin, 1 zine; 12.0 grams; 31.0mm. 
Birmingham. Pe. 3k Oe eee eee ee ee Cae rene EEE 


900 silver, 100 copper; 1.25 grams; 15.0mm. 


MM Ae 1. ee ee 17: 6087] 1902 Weimaeias 1. eee: 
Mae, sca Petoiees 242/630 wel SOb a laisse eel 
1s es rca ae 800,000. TOU 2 Sinise =... sami 
Lana eee eee 560,000 1915 Birmingham ...... 
75 copper, 25 nickel; 3.0 grams; 19.0mm. 
Birmingham... .. och oe a en ee 


2% CENTAVOS 
75 copper, 25 nickel; 2.56 grams; 19.0mm. 
Philadelphia... 255% <4.265 6 hein co ee eee 


Philadelphia 2. 5):...%:.cc. cere serene losis eee ee ene ree 
5 CENTAVOS 
75 copper, 25 nickel; 7.0 grams; 25.0mm. 
Birminghantes ss... 600,000 1886 Birmingham ...... 


75 copper, 25 nickel; 4.0 grams; 21.0mm. 
Birming hams Anas eo ee ee ee 

75 copper, 25 nickel; 3.0 grams; 21.0mm. 
Philadelphia ...... 1,200,000 1918 Philadelphia ...... 
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1,000,000 
2,000,000 


4,000,000 


1,000,000 
2,000,000 
3,000,000 


2,016,000 


1,000,000 
500,000 
20,000 
2,000,000 


2,500,000 


1,600,000 


4,000,000 


600,000 
2,000,000 


7,980,000 
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THE UNITED StaTES PATTERNS OF 1792 





ington’s advice, expunged the reference to the head of the President, and returned the 
bill to the Senate. It was vigorously debated until the end of March 1792, passed in the 
House version April 1, and signed into law the next day, becoming “Statute One”, the 
Mint Act of April 2, 1792. 


It is therefore altogether likely that the copper impressions of the Peter Getz half 
dollar with small eagle were the “original Washington cents of 1791", struck on John 
Harper's press in the cellar on 6th St., Philadelphia, the dies having been “made under the 
supervision of Robert Birch,” and used to strike the coins in the presence of Adam Eck- 
feldt. In this case, the silver impressions—and probably some more copper ones—were the 
Pieces struck on the press built by Eckfeldt, mentioned in the Snowden quotation. When 
we consider the weights of the pieces, this explanation becomes highly probable. The 
recorded weights of the silver half-dollars ranges from 193 to 234 grains, with the average 
close to 208, which would be legal for half-dollars under the terms of the Morris Bill. The 
weights of the copper strikes run from 220 to 273 grains, with the average close to 264 





grains, which was the weight authorized for the cent in the Morris Bill. A curiously con- 
firmatory circumstance is that these pieces were invariably referred. to as cents in the 
earliest coin auctions of the 1860's. The divergence from the reverse device for cents pre- 
seribed by the Morris Bill probably arises from want of time to make a third reverse dic. 


Where Baker got the idea that one copper specimen was given to each Congressman 
amd Senator is unknown, but it is quite plausible. From December Pile sto Mireh, 1002 
there were 29 Senators (one seat from Pennsylvania being vacant) and 65 Representatives, 
total 94. To assume that approximately one hundred copper specimens were struck js 
quite reasonable and consistent with the rarity of the pieces. To assume that the silver 
pieces were struck as pattern half-dollars in January or February 1792 for presentation to 
the Senators only—less than 35 specimens—will provide almost the correct ratio of silver 
ta copper specimens surviving. 


The design of the piece 
patronized the work of the 2 
at least a semi-official sanction, It is logical hypothesis to assume that, had the Senate version 


es, as we have said, and the tradition that Washington 
3-year-old Peter Getz, together suggest that these coins had 


passed, these coins would be official issues, or patterns for officially adopted issues; that 
Peter Getz would thus get the post of Engraver of the Mint: that his associates in striking 
these coins would similarly obtain appointments to the Coiner’s, Assayer’s etc., departments 
in the newly formed Mint. In other words, that we have something like a Ramage and 
Blondeau situation, but without the competition. The acceptance of either engraver’s 
patterns for the 1651 Commonwealth coinage would have implied that engraver’s official 
recognition and appointment by the government, and likewise for Getz in 1792. Eckfeldt 
attached himself to the Mint in 1792, as we have before said. Robert Birch may well have 
engraved the dies for the Disme, Half Disme, and various cents of that year. Considering 
Snowden’s statement, the probability that this Robert Birch is the one who made and 
signed the Birch Cent obverse becomes very high indeed. John Harper—who had some 
experience in the New Jersey cents, and of whom more will be said later—sold some equip- 
ment to the Mint in 1792 and 1794, probably equipment he had used in 1787 and 1792, 


We now return to the question: If the Disme and Half Disme were struck outside the 
Mint, as seems inevitable, then exactly where could they have been struck? The favored 
location was certainly in Philadelphia, and presumably within walking distance of the 
Mint. The workmen who had to prepare the presses for these silver pieces (struck outside 
the Mint because of a legal technicality) were also preparing the Mint building and 


Le 


THE UNITED STATES PATTERNS OF 1792 





internal equipment which was used less than two months later for striking the cents. It 
would logically be a place suitable for housing coin presses. That Robert Birch and Adam 
Eckfeldt would have frequented the place also follows, particularly since Eckfeldt was on 
hand to obtain the specimens he presented to the Mint Cabinet in 1838. 


There are therefore two logical places, either of which could answer the purpose: the 
coach-house on Sixth St. above Chestnut St., or the Harper cellar at Sixth and Cherry Sts. 
There was a coin press in each one, if the story be correct. I favor Harper's cellar as 
the place, because of the likelihood that there would have been more than one press 
there: a smaller one would have been needed to strike Dismes and Half Dismes than was 
used to make Washington half-dollars. Possibly one of the English presses sent to the 
Mint was temporarily housed there. It is also possible that this establishment housed other 


Mint machinery and equipment for the time being until the new building could be made 
completely ready for occupancy. 

The coins of Peter Getz, we have shown with a fair degree of probability, now have 
a claim to the attention of numismatists almost equally with the Disme and Half Disme of 
1792, not as coins struck under official auspices (for the Mint was not yet founded), but 
as patterns, struck with the cognizance and probably the sanction of Washington and of ~ 
many persons later connected with the Mint, in a bid for the Mint Engravership on the part 
of their designer, and whose acceptance probably would have entailed the appointment of 
Harper, Birch and Eckfeldt to corresponding Mint posts. 


UI 


JOHN HARPER AND THE MINT 


The mysterious figure of John Harper has moved like a shadow again and again 
through our discussion of the 1792 patterns, and similarly moved through First Mint 
history from late in 1792 to late in 1795 or early 1796. Extant references to him are rare. 

From all that can be learned, Harper was somehow involved in the manufacture of 
Jersey Coppers. This we have on the very good authority of his personal friend Albion 
Cox (quoted below), who himself was one of the original coiners of the N.,]. cents at the 
Rahway Mint. and who had at the beginning of 1789 fled to England from debtor's prison, 
remaining there until Thomas Pinckney sought him out for the Assayership of the United 
States Mint. The Jersey Coppers enterprise doubtless explains where John Harper obtained 
the coin press which (according to Snowden and the 1861 Historical Magazine) he had in 
his Sixth Street cellar in Philadelphia; he had probably brought it up from his saw-making 
plant in Trenton for the purpose of using it in a bid for a Mint post. This was not the 
press originally used at the Rahway Mint, as Ogden had taken the latter of Elizabethtown 
in 1789, and his widow sold it to the U.S. Mint in 1794. However. Harper may well have 
obtained Walter Mould’s press when the Morristown Mint closed in 1788. Harper's other 
press was made by Eckfeldt and may have been sold to the U.S. Mint later in 1792. 

John Harper's part in the enterprise of 1791-2 we have already discussed. It would 
appear that he had, either in the cellar at Sixth and Cherry Sts., or in the coach-house at 
Sixth near Jayne, most of the equipment for a private mint (was this, again, material he 
had saved from the Rahway or Morristown mints?). The evidence for this appears in the 
Archives. A book entitled ACCOUNT OF WARRANTS DRAWN BY DAVID RITTEN- 
HOUSE (but covering the period 1792-1817) gives as No. 7 a warrant for $217.85 
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drawn August 29, 1792 in favor of John Harper for cutting-presses and castings. Warrant 
No. 10, drawn Sept. 1, 1792, was again in favor of Harper for “Mechanics”, and in the 


amount of $34.42. 


And again on May 23, 1794, according to the Mint’s display item entitled BLOTTER 
BOOKSOF PHE ORDINARY RECEIPTS: AND= EXPENDITURES, sApril 1794 ‘to 
December 1796, the Director issued Warrant No. 79 in favor of John Harper “in full of his 
Account for a pair of Rollers and a large Morter for the use of the Mint . . . $21.33.” 


And on January 18, 1795, the Assayer of the Mint, Albion Cox, wrote his replies to 
confidential and searching inquiries put to him by Elias Boudinot, who was heading a 
Congressional committee investigating conditions at the Mint. The actual questions and re- 
plies are not to be found at the Archives, though their gist appears in the report of that 
committee in AMERICAN STATE PAPERS: FINANCE. What is important to our story 


is not the investigation, but an item in Cox’s covering letter to Boudinot, which follows. 


Phila ances ly Ose 
Sir 
J inclose to you my answers to different questions communicated to me as 
assayer of the Mint — the last question puts me in a trying situation. I do not 
wish to condemn but if a remedy is not pointed out to alter the present proceedings 
of the Mint I anticipate its destruction very shortly — three years has very nearly 
elapsed since the Institution was first made — more than Twenty thousand dollars 
has been expended in Complex Machinery — without producing 1 that sum in 
Coins — T will take the liberty of recommending to you a practical man who 
operated in the Jersey Coppers — he will give you such Information with respect 
to the proceedings of coinage as will appear almost Inereditable when contrasted 
with the present proceedings — I mean this only that you may be acquainted with 
the defects & see the remedy & apply it — 
I declare to you Sr that I have no personal enmity ag’t any officer of the Mint — 
but the nature of my obligations to the publick requires me to give every Informa- 
tion in my power to remedy the defects in the Institution of which I am concerned 


as a publick Officer —- I should have endeavored to have made such remarks as 
have come under my knowledge but accidentally meeting this person friday 
even'g — who is much better Inform'd than I possibly can be & who is willing 


to communicate his knowledge regarding the practice of Coinage in England 
— — — This Information I trust Sr will remain in yr own breast & not be com- 
municated; if any question should arise from my answers I shou'd be glad to 


CIT Sie caterte Fesota | Ue adele a SR eR =e UE 


J am very respectfully 
Sr yc most obt Sve 
Albion Cox 
The Honble Elias Boudinot 
The person I allude to is Jno Harper 
now very extensively in the Saw making 
business near the Iron works at Trenton — 
he will return to Trenton on Wednesday — 
I will communicate any thing to him 
should you think proper 
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What can almost be tasted from every syllable, and from every stroke in the hand- 
writing, in this letter, is an intense feeling of haste, of pressure, of insecurity. Cox would 
seem to have been afraid that his post as Assayer was in extreme danger in that the Mint 
itself was in danger of being abolished. We know that innumerable attempts were made 
between 1793 and 1802 to abolish the Mint, which was considered a foolish waste of tax- 
payers’ money, costing more to run than the value of the coins it put out, most of which 
were exported anyway instead of displacing the worn Spanish and Mexican silver and 
worthless British coppers in everybody's disgruntled pockets, etc., etc. Some of this public 
feeling, as Dr. Sheldon rightly points out, was ever a source of perturbation in the Mint; 
workmen and officers alike operated in the full realization that next month or possibly next 
week they would have to look for new jobs. Much of this pervading anxiety comes out in 
the broken and at times incoherent grammar of the letter. 


But the reason for quoting the letter is not to show Cox’s anxiety, but to bring out 
the point that Cox thought his friend Harper's minting experience could be used to 
advise the Mint authorities how to run that establishment more practically, and that 
Harper's minting experience, itself, would seem to have originated in England. Whether 
Harper was actually called upon by Boudinot for his advice, as seems quite probable, J have 
not been able to find out; but he may very well have suggested some of the improvements 
to Boudinot which the latter promptly put into effect on succeeding DeSaussure as Mint 
Director late in 1795, One well-known instance among these improvements was the practice 
of importing copper for cents from England, not in sheets as heretofore, but as milled 
and polished planchets in casks, which were re-used to ship the finished cents to the local 
banks. 


One other unexpected find in the Archives relevant to the Harper story: 


Sir 
I propose to Ingage with you or any other Gentlemen on the following terms 
— that is to say — To receive Sheet Copper of the wright Size — and coin the 
Same into Cents Compleat for Serculation at the rate of Eighty Dollars pr Tun — 
To Return the Same in Cents and S(h)ruf deducting twenty-five pounds in Each 
tun for wast — I will also forge and harden all the Dies Beds and punches for the 


Same 


Philadelphia Novr 4 1795 — 
John Harper 


And (as Ray Williamson has pointed out) about this time, according to Stewart, 
Harper made dies and struck samples, probably on one of the Sixth Street presses before- 
mentioned. These sample coins of 1795 were thus almost certainly connected with the 
proposal for a contract coinage of cents which we have just quoted. It is therefore to be 
expected that they were cents, and we have to identify them if possible: lacking contrary 
evidence, we can assume that they were of good copper of full weight, and conforming 
in devices and legends to the Mint Acts of 1792-3. Stewart goes on to say that Director 
Boudinot later discovered that Harper still had the dies, confiscated them, and induced the 
legislature to vote Harper $100 for compensation. The circumstances mentioned. particu- 
larly the time element (around that time when the plain edge replaced the lettered edge 
on the Mint’s cents) makes it altogether probable that the pieces here illustrated are two 
of Harper's samples. 
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Fig. 5. The Harper Cents? 


These are the so-called Jefferson Cents, that name originating with E, Mason, Jr., and 
based on a not-quite-fanciful resemblance of the profile to that of Jefferson. There have 
occurred great differences of opinion about them among numismatists: Proskey called them 
counterfeits, Dr. Sheldon believed them individualistic experiments at the Mint, and others 
have thought them (unofficial) patterns. The famous and unique Lettered Edge specimen 
(at left), ex Downing, Hines, Maeallister, Newcomer, Maris and Newlin collections, would 
seem to have been specially struck for presentation, Where it originated is now unknown, 
but I would suggest that it might well have come from the Mint Cabinet, where Maris and 
Newlin both had obtained rarities by trading the curators other coins. It is a fact that 
in 1859 there were other cents of 1794 and 1795 besides those now in the Cabinet: they 
were valued at $11 and $20, which was then a very high figure for either date. If the 1795 
was this piece, that would explain a great deal. In any case, it was patently of carly and 
special mintage. The plain-edged specimens, though certainly not Mint work, certainly 
circulated as cents, for most of them are well worn-—like the Half Dismes. It would appear 
that the public accepted for circulation almost anything reasonably well executed and in 
good metal of full weight, which these certainly were. The plain-edged coins are at least 
as heavy as the Mint’s: the Randall cent weights 20614 grains, and others are known that 
weigh nearly as much.* There are Many cast specimens in numismatic circulation: these, 
which are also in good copper, were doubtless contemporary and come as well-worn as 
the genuine. It is entirely possible that Harper made these too, still seeking recognition 
€or a Mint job?) after Boudinot had taken his dies. 


We can at least say that we know Harper made sample cents for a contract coinage in 
1795, and that the ‘Jeffersons’ fit the picture better than any other coins; that no other 
plausible explanation offers itself for the appearance of these coins, which are certainly not 
Mint work, and that the time element fits the hypothesis perfectly. Though they would 
then have been intended as patterns, their fabric enabled them to circulate as cents. as 
did the Reeded Edge cents of 1795, not to mention the 1793 strawberry leaf coins and the 
Birch Cents of 1792. 


This episode appears to have marked the end of John Harper's tenuous connection 
with the Mint of the United States, and almost certainly the last use made of a coin press 
which after striking Jersey coppers was honored in impressing some of Peter Getz’s Washing- 
ton half-dollars of 1792, and may have been used also for some of the Mint’s patterns of that 
year. It also marks the end of this research project, which has led us into the most un- 
expectedly winding bypaths of American numismatics. What verification future numis- 
matists will find for the hypotheses here advanced only time will tell, 
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ihe Against Proskey’s contention that they were counterfeits, we answer that the profit on counter: 
feiting cents could arise only from low costs or wide distribution. The fabric 


feiti : and rarity of the 
Jeffersons’ proves that they do not auswer cither criterion 
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internal equipment which was used less than two months later for striking the cents. It 
would logically be a place suitable for housing coin presses. That Robert Birch and Adam 
Eckfeldt would have frequented the place also follows, particularly since Eckfeldt was on 
hand to obtain the specimens he presented to the Mint Cabinet in 1838. 

There are therefore two logical places, either of which could answer the purpose: the 
coach-house on Sixth St. above Chestnut St. or the Harper cellar at Sixth and Cherry Sts. 
There was ‘a coin press in each one, if the story be correct. I favor Harper's cellar as 
the place, because of the likelihood that there would have been more than one press 
there: a smaller one would have been needed to strike Dismes and Half Dismes than was 
used to make Washington half-dollars. Possibly one of the English presses sent to the 
Mint was temporarily housed there. It is also possible that this establishment housed other 
Mint machinery and equipment for the time being until the new building could be made 
completely ready for occupancy. 

The coins of Peter Getz, we have shown with a fair degree of probability, now have 
a claim to the attention of numismatists almost equally with the Disme and Half Disme of 
1792, not as coins struck under official auspices (for the Mint was not yet founded), but 
as patterns, struck with the cognizance and probably the sanction of Washington and of 
many persons later connected with the Mint, in a bid for the Mint Engravership on the part 
of their designer, and whose acceptance probably would have entailed the appointment of 
Harper, Birch and Eckfeldt to corresponding Mint posts. 


Ill 


JOHN HARPER AND THE MINT 


The mysterious figure of John Harper has moved like a shadow again and again 
through our discussion of the 1792 patterns, and similarly moved through First Mint 
history from late in 1792 to late in 1795 or early 1796. Extant references to him are rare. 


From all that can be learned, Harper was somehow involved in the manufacture of 
Jersey Coppers. This we have on the very good authority of his personal friend Albion 
Cox (quoted below), who himself was one of the original coiners of the N.J. cents at the 
Rahway Mint, and who had at the beginning of 1789 fled to England from debtor’s prison, 
remaining there until Thomas Pinckney sought him out for the Assayership of the United 
States Mint. The Jersey Coppers enterprise doubtless explains where John Harper obtained 
the coin press which (according to Snowden and the 1861 Historical Magazine) he had in 
his Sixth Street cellar in Philadelphia: he had probably brought it up from his saw-making 
plant in Trenton for the purpose of using it in a bid for a Mint post. This was not the 
press originally used at the Rahway Mint, as Ogden had taken the latter of Elizabethtown 
in 1789, and his widow sold it to the U.S. Mint in 1794. However. Harper may well have 
obtained Walter Mould’s press when the Morristown Mint closed in 1788. Harper's other 
press was made by Eckfeldt and may have been sold to the U.S. Mint later in 1792. 

John Harper's part in the enterprise of 1791-2 we have already discussed. It would 
appear that he had, either in the cellar at Sixth and Cherry Sts.. or in the coach-house at 
Sixth near Jayne. most of the equipment for a private mint (was this, again, material he 
had saved from the Rahway or Morristown mints?). The evidence for this appears in the 
Archives. A book entitled ACCOUNT OF WARRANTS DRAWN BY DAVID RITTEN- 
HOUSE (but covering the period 1792-1817) gives as No. 7 a warrant for $217.85 
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drawn August 29, 1792 in favor of John Harper for cutting-presses and castings. Warrant 
No. 10, drawn Sept. 1, 1792, was again in favor of Harper for “Mechanics”, and in the 
amount of $34.42. 

And again on May 23, 1794, according to the Mint’s display item entitled BLOTTER 
BOOK OF THE ORDINARY RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES, April 1794 to 
December 1796. the Director issued Warrant No. 79 in favor of John Harper “in full of his 
Account for a pair of Rollers and a large Morter for the use of the Mint . . . $21.33.” 


And on January 18, 1795, the Assayer of the Mint, Albion Cox, wrote his replies to 
confidential and searching inquiries put to him by Elias Boudinot, who was heading a 
Congressional committee investigating conditions at the Mint. The actual questions and re- 
plies are not to be found at the Archives, though their gist appears in the report of that 
committee in AMERICAN STATE PAPERS: FINANCE. What is important to our story 


is not the investigation, but an item in Cox’s covering letter to Boudinot, which follows. 


Phila. Jan: 18. 1795. 
Sir 
J inclose to you my answers to different questions communicated to me as 
assayer of the Mint — the last question puts me in a trying situation. I do not 
wish to condemn but if a remedy is not pointed out to alter the present proceedings 
of the Mint I anticipate its destruction very shortly — three years has very nearly 
elapsed since the Institution was first made — more than Twenty thousand dollars 
has been expended in Complex Machinery — without producing 14 that sum in 
Coins — I will take the liberty of recommending to you a practical man who 
operated in the Jersey Coppers — he will give you such Information with respect 
to the proceedings of coinage as will appear almost Increditable when contrasted 
with the present proceedings — I mean this only that you may be acquainted with 
the defects & see the remedy & apply it — 
I declare to you Sr that I have no personal enmity ag’t any officer of the Mint — 


but the nature of my obligations to the publick requires me to give every Informa- 
tion in my power to remedy the defects in the Institution of which I am concerned 


as a publick Officer — I should have endeavored to have made such remarks as 
have come under my knowledge but accidentally meeting this person friday 
even’g — who is much better Inform’d than I possibly can be & who is willing 


to communicate his knowledge regarding the practice of Coinage in England 
— — — This Information I trust Sr will remain in yr own breast & not be com- 
municated: if any question should arise from my answers I shou'd be glad to 
answer them personally . 


J am very respectfully 
Sr yr most obt Svt 
Albion Cox 
The Honble Elias Boudinot 
The person I allude to is Jno Harper 
now very extensively in the Saw making 
business near the Iron works at Trenton — 
he will return to Trenton on Wednesday — 
I will communicate any thing to him 
should you think proper 
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What can almost be tasted from every syllable, and from every stroke in the hand- 
writing, in this letter, is an intense feeling of haste, of pressure, of insecurity. Cox would 
seem to have been afraid that his post as Assayer was in extreme danger in that the Mint 
itself was in danger of being abolished. We know that innumerable attempts were made 
between 1793 and 1802 to abolish the Mint, which was considered a foolish waste of tax- 
payers’ money, costing more to run than the value of the coins it put out, most of which 
were exported anyway instead of displacing the worn Spanish and Mexican silver and 
worthless British coppers in everybody's disgruntled pockets, etc., etc. Some of this public 
feeling, as Dr. Sheldon rightly points out, was ever a source of perturbation in the Mint; 
workmen and officers alike operated in the full realization that next month or possibly next 
week they would have to look for new jobs. Much of this pervading anxiety comes out in 
the broken and at times incoherent grammar of the letter. 


But the reason for quoting the letter is not to show Cox’s anxiety, but to bring out 
the point that Cox thought his friend Harper's minting experience could be used to 
advise the Mint authorities how to run that establishment more practically, and that 
Harper's minting experience, itself, would seem to have originated in England. Whether 
Harper was actually called upon by Boudinot for his advice, as seems quite probable, I have 
not been able to find out; but he may very well have suggested some of the improvements 
to Boudinot which the latter promptly put into effect on succeeding DeSaussure as Mint 
Director late in 1795. One well-known instance among these improvements was the practice 
of importing copper for cents from England, not in sheets as heretofore, but as milled 


and polished planchets in casks, which were re-used to ship the finished cents to the local 
banks. 


One other unexpected find in the Archives relevant to the Harper story: 


Sir 

I propose to Ingage with you or any other Gentlemen on the following terms 
~~ that is to say — To receive Sheet Copper of the wright Size — and coin the 
Same into Cents Compleat for Serculation at the rate of Eighty Dollars pr Tun — 
To Return the Same in Cents and S(h)ruf deducting twenty-five pounds in Each 


tun for wast — I will also forge and harden all the Dies Beds and punches for the 
Same 


Philadelphia Novr 4 1795 — 
John Harper 


And (as Ray Williamson has pointed out) about this time, according to Stewart, 
Harper made dies and struck samples, probably on one of the Sixth Street presses before- 
mentioned. These sample coins of 1795 were thus almost certainly connected with the 
proposal for a contract coinage of cents which we have just quoted. It is therefore to be 
expected that they were cents, and we have to identify them if possible; lacking contrary 
evidence, we can assume that they were of good copper of full weight, and conforming 
in devices and legends to the Mint Acts of 1792-3. Stewart goes on to say that Director 
Boudinot later discovered that Harper still had the dies, confiscated them, and induced the 
legislature to vote Harper $100 for compensation. The circumstances mentioned, particu- 
larly the time element (around that time when the plain edge replaced the lettered edge 


on the Mint’s cents) makes it altogether probable that the pieces here illustrated are two 
of Harper's samples. 
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Fig. 5. The Harper Cents? 


These are the so-called Jetferson Cents, that name originating with E. Mason, Jr., and 
based on a not-quite-fanciful resemblance of the profile to that of Jefferson. There have 
occurred great differences of opinion about them among numismatists: Proskey called them 
counterfeits, Dr. Sheldon believed them individualistic experiments at the Mint, and others 
have thought them (unofficial) patterns. The famous and unique Lettered Edge specimen 
(at left), ex Downing, Hines, Macallister, Newcomer, Maris and Newlin collections, would 
seem to have been specially struck for presentation. Where it originated is now unknown, 
but I would suggest that it might well have come from the Mint Cabinet, where Maris and 
Newlin both had obtained rarities by trading the curators other coins. It is a fact that 
in 1859 there were other cents of 1794 and 1795 besides those now in the Cabinet: they 
were valued at $11 and $20, which was then a very high figure for either date. If the 1795 
was this piece, that would explain a great deal. In any case, it was patently of early and 
special mintage. The plain-edged specimens, though certainly not Mint work, certainly 
circulated as cents, for most of them are well worn—like the Half Dismes. It would appear 
that the public accepted’ for circulation almost anything reasonably well executed and in 
good metal of full weight, which these certainly were. The plain-edged coins are at least 
as heavy as the Mint’s: the Randall cent weights 206!4 grains, and others are known that 
weigh nearly as much.* There are many cast specimens in numismatic circulation: these, 
which are also in good copper, were doubtless contemporary and come as well-worn as 
the genuine. It is entirely possible that Harper made these too, still seeking recognition 
(or a Mint job?) after Boudinot had taken his dies. 


We can at least say that we know Harper made sample cents for a contract coinage in 
1795, and that the ‘Jeffersons’ fit the picture better than any other coins: that no other 
plausible explanation offers itself for the appearance of these coins, which are certainly not 
Mint work, and that the time element fits the hypothesis perfectly. Though they would 
then have heen intended as patterns, their fabric enabled them to circulate as cents, as 
did the Reeded Edge cents of 1795, not to mention the 1793 strawberry leaf coins and the 
Birch Cents of 1792. 


This episode appears to have marked the end of John Harper's tenuous connection 
with the Mint of the United States, and almost certainly the last use made of a coin press 
which after striking Jersey coppers was honored in impressing some of Peter Getz’s Washing- 
ton half-dollars of 1792, and may have been used also for some of the Mint’s patterns of that 
year. It also marks the end of this research project, which has led us into the most un- 
expectedly winding bypaths of American numismatics. What verification future numis- 
matists will find for the hypotheses here advanced only time willetell. 


“Against Proskey’s contention that they were counterfeits, we answer that the profit on counter 
feiting cents could arise only from low costs or wide distribution. The fabric and rarity of the 
‘Jeffersons’ proves that they do not answer either criterion. 
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1120 1785 Pattern Shilling (?) Same dies. Silver. Ex. rare. That paragraph was deleted from the printed report 
Edge diagonally reeded. 75.1--92 grs. = 4.87 5.96 gms., pos- by acting chairman Hugh Williamson, or by vote of th 
sibly for Tower shilling standard. Garrett:1333, “ve,” mittee. However, Jefferson knew of the Committee’ 
$25,000, is heavy at 133.7 grs. = 8.67 gms. Compare next. workings, and he would surely have known of the p 

1121 1785 Pattern Shilling (?) Same dies. Silver. Plain edge. 2 designs (if indeed he was not their instigator), as we 
known. 


Wyon’s facilities. He was, therefore, the most logical 
1) Roper:210, 86.4 grs. = 5.6 pms., F-vr, $4,400. 2) tween for transmitting the recommended designs and 
Lauder:191. plugged, withdrawn. Mid-19th-century forgeries .s tions to Wyon, even for patterns for a possible contract 


SS exist from copy dies (letters differ), made for Dr. Francis S. Should mint equipment no longer be locally obtainable. 
N) Edwards (d. 1866); Crosby, Pl. X. 26; Ex. rare. Wyon promptly made dies for pattern Decads, to the 
1122) 1785 Pattern copper. Blunt rays, CONSTELATIO. 2 ing general description—here given in detail because tl 

i known. trations may not convey all the iconographic subtleties 
Rev. of 1109. 1) Dr. B. B. Miles:932, $100, “Hawkins,” Oby., the Goddess Diana (patroness of hunters), a 

Heman Ely:1010, Parmelee:593, Mrs. Norweb. 2) Maris, trampling a crown, and holding her usual attributes (t 

Garrett:1335, “vo, $17,000, Roper:212, $11,000, 109.1 row, and quiver). On the altar is a helmet deliberately 


ers) 7 Ou epms: bling a liberty cap. INIMICA TYRANNIS AMERIC, 
‘America, hostile to tyrants.’ Any reference to hunting w 
taken as symbolic of freedom: Only a free man can hi 
dinner. 

Rev., cantoned cross of 13 stars within a glory of ray 
and short. CONFEDERATIO, ‘Union, 1785. Large d 
stars; the large-star die more closely resembles the 
sketch in Papers of Continental Congress. 

When Walter Mould arrived in the USA in 1785, he | 
along some impressions from these two pairs of dies, anc 
bly also several associated dics. We have no details of 





Ex J. W. Garrett: 1335. Courtesy Bowers & Ruddy Galleries, Inc preps for contract ie ee but this hoe pane shige 
; ; ated with, or eyen confused with, Mould’s own petitic 
coinage contract franchise, Aug. 18, 1785: Taxay {1966 
sce following section. The dies’ origin in Wyon’s mint is 
by their punch linkage with the CONSTELLATIO NO 
pers: however, some later come muled with dies evident! 
by other hands, suggesting that the dies traveled with ! 
iii. WYON’S PATTERNS Because of the complexity of the group of mulings, w 
t Sie gad hie : ae bi 48 : the dies before enumerating their combinations. This 
CONFEDERATIO DECADS (1785-86) some comparisons and attributions less conveniently 1 
the main text. 
Obv. | was the IMMUNE COLUMBIA die previot 


eho Sires bel he tage igh stee LIE 


Comin G on ange (89-186 oy Th ; 
KY tinD om pager (66-18? of Min otf Cont teh 


? WSS ’ 


Thomas Jefferson’s “Propositions Respecting the Coinage of scribed, 
“ Gold, Silver, and Copper,” May 13, 1785 (written while he was Revs. A, B, and C were the three CONSTELLATIO 
$ in Paris), recommended the device of an Indian trampling on a dies found with obyv. 1. Numbering hereinafter is con 
: ¢ crown, with MANUS INIMICA TYRANNIS, ‘This hand is with these 
hostile to tyrants’ (Papers of Thomas Jefferson. VU, p. 202). A Obv. 2. Diana at altar, as above. INIMICA TYR4 
deleted paragraph of the Report of the Grand Committee of AMERICA. Crosby {1875}, rev. A. By Wyon. 
Continental Congress suggested the name “Decad” for the Obv. 3. Diana at altar; AMERICANA. Crosby, rev 
larger copper coin, valued at !/100 Spanish dollar, and for its Wyon. 
: r device a sketch of the union of 13 stars in a circle with a ser- Obv. 4. Uniformed bust r., GEN. WASHINGTON. 4 
\ rated border representing rays, surrounded by CONFEDERA- rey. D; Maris {1881}, obv. 4. Shares some punches with 
N 8 MO 1785 (JCC, XXVIII, pp. 354-58: Papers of Continental Workmanship would be fairly crude for Wyon but is un 
Congress, no. 26, pp. 537-42, Record Group 11, National good for Mould. 
: Archives.) [ill] Obv. 5. Seript US (S coils around the body of U) 
3 grammed within wreath of 30 pairs of leaves, LIBERT 
< JUSTITIA 1785. Crosby. rev. C: an unused die of the 
‘) STELLATIO NOVA coppers. 
; ay Obv. 6. Allegorical figure vaguely like obv. 1, but 
X. 2 seated on globe rather than crate. IMMUNIS COLU 
» 


1786. By Wyon; shares punches with obv. | and the 
STELLATIO NOVA coins. Crosby, rev. F Maris, 


« Ps Possibly made in 1785 for use in 1786, and brought over 
Ngee Mould: 

X 2. Rev. D. Within circle of short rays, 13 large stars ar 

vat kK 3 1 +3 +5 4+ 3 4 1, CONFEDERATIO 1785. Crosby, 


Rev. E. Similar, but small stars within long rays. 
obv. 2. Brought to the USA by Mould. 

Rev. F. Arms, argent, six pales gules, a chief azur 
PLURIBUS * UNUM * with very wide legend nearly 
cling device. Crosby, rev. G = Maris, rev. C. Prototypd 
the New Jersey coppers used with one of Wyon's 1786 
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MORE ON THE 1990 EAC CONVENTION 
Mike Packard 


Friday dawned sunny and warm. Bill Weber and I woke early and had break- 
fast at the hotel's breakfast buffet. We then went to the bourse area. Bill, 
as bourse chairman, had his work cut out for him trying to satisfy 40 dealers 
who wanted lights or extra lights, extension cords, better locations, etc. 

My job was fairly simple by comparison. I assigned cases for the exhibits, 
set up the lights, and cleaned glass. Then I set up my own exhibit. 


To my mind, the primary purpose of the EAC Convention is not so much to 
buy and sell old coppers as it is to learn something new and to share our knowledge 
and collections with others. That is why I continue to serve as the exhibits 
chairman, to help educate the membership and any visitors we happen to attract. 
This year's exhibits were outstanding. J. R. Frankenfield displayed his superb 
collection of late date cents. He had four case-sized capitol plastic sheets 
made to hold his collection. There are some 380 late date varieties and J. R. 
is lacking only seven (he would appreciate some assistance in filling those 
seven holes). None of the coins in his display are fillers. All are attractive, 
high grade specimens. 


Bill Jones had a nice display outlining the history of the silver center 
cent. The mint wanted to ensure that the intrinsic value of the cent was equal 
to the face value, but it found that inserting a silver center was not practical 
on a mass production basis. Bill did not have a silver center cent on display 
(they run into six figures now), but he had a high quality photograph and several 
copies issued as tokens by the Worthy Coin Company in Boston. 


1793 cents. "Smith of Ann Street" was a New York City jeweler who, circa 1859- 

1863, decided to satisfy the demand for 1793 cents by creating his own supply, 
reengraving worn 1794's. Bob had four genuine and four electrotype Smith counter- 
feits on display. All were very deceptive. Bob's second display was of the 

many alternative uses for large cents. There were love tokens, elongated cents, 
whimsical adjustments to the originals, gears, buttons, fobs, counterstamped 

pieces, and even a gun sight. Fascinating! V 


Bob Miller had two displays. The first was of "Smith" counterfeits of | 
| 
| 


Mike Packard, yours truly, displayed his Massachusetts cents of 1787. I 
own and exhibited 10 of the 11 varieties struck at the Massachusetts mint, 
but none of the three contemporary counterfeits listed as part of the series 
by Crosby and Ryder. I displayed my VG transposed arrows (R6+) and my 2b-g 
and 4-J (both third finest of four known). 


Lanny Reinhardt showed die states of six 1804 half cent varieties. He 
showed six die states of the C-1, including the very scarce early die state, 
six of the C-5, 20 of the C-6, five of the C-7 (including an extraordinarily 
late state), 10 of the C-8, and nine of the C-9. It was quite an exhibit for 
us half cent buffs. 


Harry Salyards displayed his 1802 cents. He has displayed this set before, 


and each time he does, it improves. He showed 42 examples of 19 of the 20 var- 
ieties (missing only the NC-2). He had several interesting die states for 


many of the varieties. we 
ela 1790 
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Reference Number two, the vertical alignment of the "Point of Curl" to the 4 in the date on Petite Heads, 
and to the 8 in the date on Mature Heads, moves the least. As the die state evolves the Reference 
Number moves. For example, the third digit Reference Number (Mature Heads), the distance from the 
top of the first one to the bust,may be a 4 (almost touches) in an early die state, but show as a 6 (close) 
in a late die state. 


With this in mind, it should be easier to attribute those cents that "just don’t fit.". Remember that 
the second digit moves the least; it can be used as a key. 


Many thanks to John "Bob" Grellman for his help 
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WILLIAM D. SMITH: FACTS AND SPECULATION 
Pete Smith 


In the last issue of P-W I identified William D. Smith as the possible identity of "Smith of Ann 
Street." According to an 1863 - 64 city directory, he lived in New Jersey and worked at 1 Ann Street 
in New York City. More facts have been found. This is a review of those facts and speculation about 
what the facts mean. 


KNOWN FACTS ABOUT WILLIAM D. SMITH 


Michael Hodder wrote and told me about an important source. It is The New - York Historical 
Society’s Dictionary of Artists in America 1564 - 1860 by George C. Groce and David H. Wallace (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1957) which includes this information: 


"SMITH, WILLIAM D. Engraver born in New York about 1800 and active in NYC 
from 1822 to after 1860. During part of this time he lived in Newark (N.J.) His son 
ADOLPHUS was listed as an artist in the 1850 census." 


"SMITH, ADOLPHUS. Artist, born in New York about 1828, son of WILLIAM D. 
Smith, engraver." 


This reference listed three sources. One was the 1850 census. The second was American 
Engravers upon Copper and Steel by David McNeely Staufer (1907; reprinted by Burt Franklin: New 
York). Part I has this biographical information: 


"SMITH, WILLIAM D. In 1829 this capitol line - engraver was working in Newark, 
N.J. and he was possibly a pupil of Peter Maverick. From 1835 to 1850 Wm. D. Smith 
was in business as a general engraver in New York City." 


The third reference was to a periodical issued by the Harry Shaw Newman Gallery in New York 
City. The Old Print Shop Portfolio was essentially a fixed price list of prints for sale. Their May 1946 
issue offered a print engraved by Smith from an original by C. Burton. 


Manile Fielding’s Dictionary of American Painters, Sculptors & Engravers (New York: James 
F. Carr, 1965) lists a biography for Smith that copied the information listed in Staufer. It also has a 
biography of Peter Maverick. He was born October 22, 1780, and died June 7, 1831. He worked both 
in Newark and New York City. He was one of the founders of the National Academy of Design in 1826. 
The Staufer list of works of Smith includes prints dated between 1827 and 1848. A print of George 
Washington was "published by Ensigns & Thayer 36 Ann Street." Another print was "published at 
Smith’s Engraving Room 174 BdWay N. Y." Another print shows Smith’s address as 180 BdWay at the 
corner of Maiden Lane. Maiden Lane is three short blocks from Ann Street. 
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REPORTED FACTS ABOUT "SMITH OF ANN STREET" 


Much of what we know of "Smith of Ann Street" comes from William Woodward. There are 
three important facts: (1) his name was Smith, (2) he worked on Ann Street in New York City and (3) 
the time frame was 1859 to 1863. Richard Kenney in Struck Copies of Early American Coins (1952) 
mentions that the first reference to Smith is from the Woodward sale of December 1866. Walter Breen 
(P-W IX / 4, 7-15-75, page 173) states, "Somewhere in one of the Woodward catalogs in the 1870’s or 
80’s I learned that Smith worked mostly 1858 - 1863." I don’t have these Woodward catalogs to check 
the exact quotes. 


SPECULATION 


Are William D. Smith and "Smith of Ann Street" the same person? William D. Smith appears 
to meet all the facts stated about "Smith of Ann Street." He was an engraver. He had a shop on Ann 
Street in 1863. No other person has been found who matches the facts. 


Woodward (1825 - 1892) was only one generation removed from Smith. His information may 
have come from Smith or more likely from people who knew Smith. In the 1880’s this might have been 
considered "common knowledge" and would not have required additional explanation. At one time I 
thought "Smith of Ann Street" was intentionally cryptic, perhaps to conceal the identity of someone who 
had perpetrated a numismatic fraud. My opinion has changed. Many numismatic items have been 
produced, restruck, copied, altered or improved to meet collector demand. The engravings of Smith 
reproduced on paper were works of art. His engravings on old cents may also have been accepted as 
works of art. Also, since Smith is a common last name, and William is a common first name, there were- 
many William Smiths in New York City -- but one "Smith of Ani Street" in the engraving business. For 
the people who knew him, it was a good identification. 


Much numismatic research exists in a "feedback loop." Writers quote previous sources but 
frequently add nothing new. Smith has been caught in this loop for the past hundred years. The sources 
I found have been available for years. They had not been brought to the attention of the numismatic 
community. Although I am the one suggesting that William D. Smith is "Smith of Ann Street," I don’t 
think we should all stop looking for evidence. I believe the burden of proof is now on others to come 
up with a better answer. 
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FUGIO FILES UPDATED, PART TWO 
Michael McLaughlin 


OBVERSE 3 


Club Ray Die: Meridian sun with 15 club rays with convex ends above sundial and base. Below base 
in exergue is MIND YOUR on top line with BUSINESS below. FUGIO to left and 1787 to right of 
sundial. Cinquefoils before and after Fugio and date. Cinquefoils: H5.5, 05.5, 06.5, H6.5. I in MIND 
is high and tilts left, ornament in sundial’s base dots I, I in BUSINESS is low. 


DIE STATES 


3 (1) Lot 1369 Stack’s 5/83. 
3 (2) Die clash: With reverse D. Lot 646 Pine Tree 10/75. 
3 (3) Die break: Rim at 80 degrees between First 7 and 8 of date. Lot 1747 Kagin’s 9/78. 
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WOODWARD ON SMITH 
Pete Smith 


Most of what we knew about Smith of Ann Street came from the catalogs 
of William Elliot Woodward. Following are a series of Woodward listings 
that relate to Smith. These are not easily available to a researcher who 
does not have the catalogs. My thanks go to Dick Punchard who provided a 
list of these references, to John Kleeberg who provided photocopies of two 
of the catalogs and to Remy Bourne who let me look at the rest. 


(1) Woodward sale April 28, 29, 30, and May 1, 1863; Lot 1022: 
"1793 Wreath, splendid specimen; has been tooled or re-engraved." 


(2) Woodward sale December 19, 1863; Lot 984: 
"1793 Altered from 1794, good - to cheat with." 


(3) Woodward sale;October 18, 19, 20, 21; 22; 8864; Lot 2719: 
"1799 Cent, an alteration, one of Mr. Smith’s best. [Note: This is the 
earliest reference to Smith yet found. ] 


(4) Woodward sale March 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 1865; Lot 1807: 

"1793 Flowing hair, edge lettered, "One hundred for a dollar;" very 
beautiful, warranted genuine, but has been improved by Mr. Smith. As a work 
of art this cent is a wonder, the head in its present state being more 
artistic and beautiful in appearance than any cent ever issued from the U.S. 


mint." (realized $8.50) 


(5) Woodward sale December 10, 1866; Lot 303: 

"1793 Unique variety; obv head with flowing hair; rev. wreath, stars and 
stripes on the edge. One of Mr. Smith’s make, and a more artistic and 
beautiful coin than was ever issued by the U. S. Mint." (realized $7.00) 


(6) Woodward’s Thirty-Second Sale October 13, 14, 15, 16, 1880; Lot 196: 
"1793 Flowing hair; rev., wreath; edge with bars and vines. This cent, 
which surpasses in beauty of design and perfection of workmanship any coin 
that ever yet emanated from the U.S. Mint, is from the private work-shop of 
Mr. Smith, late of Ann Street, New York. Probably no fabricator of false 
coins who ever worked could surpass in artistic excellence the works of 
Smith, an example of which occasionally is brought to ‘light."(realized 6.75) 


(7) Woodward’s Thirty-Sixth Sale April 4, 5, 6, 7, 1881; Lot 331: 

"1793 Totally different, both obverse and reverse. from any described 
variety of the 1793 Cent, and of a design far surpassing in artistic beauty 
any Cent ever issued from the United States Mint: probably the work of the 
late Mr. Smith." (realized $3.00) 


(8) Woodward’s Forty-Seventh Sale June 6-7, 1882; Lot 710: 
"1793 Unlike any other and probably the work of Smith; obv., nearly fine; 
rev., very poor; lettered edge;, a numismatic curiosity." (realized $.51) 


(9) Woodward’s Forty-Ninth Sale July 11-12, 1882; Lot 333: 

"1793 Flowing hair; rev., chain; the edge has bars and vines. The reverse 
of this Cent is, without doubt, genuine; the bust and date differ from any 
other variety, and I suspect may be the work of Smith. late of Ann St., N. 
Y. It is a very curious piece." (realized $1.43) 
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(10) Same as above; Lot 334 "1793 Flowing hair; rev. viesth. edge plain; 
the obv. at least of this piece is known to be saith’ s work, and it is 
certainly a handsomer design than appears on any cent ever jeated by the U. 
S. Mint; in fine condition and a most remarkable piece of work." 


(11) Woodward’s Sixty-Seventh Sale May 26, 27, 28, 29, 1884; Lot 823: 

"The twelve pieces following are Dlestratyps copies of feaududent imitations 
of the cent of 1793. When and where they originated is not now known; but 
as I believe that no man in this country, with one exception, was ever 
capable of making one of them, I have no hesitation in attributing the first 
nine to the late Mr. Smith, of Ann St., N.Y. They are imitations of genuine 
pieces but are without exception marked improvements on any of the designs 
ever originated in the U.S. Mint. They form a remarkable collection, not 
unworthy a place in the finest cabinet." 


(12) Same as above; Lot 831 "1793 Cent It deceived Mr. Levick, and he 
declares it to be identical with his No. 7, rev E; tooled by Smith or 
someone else. I have no hesitation in pronouncing it one of this series of 
imitations.” 


(13) Same as above; Lot 832 "1793 Cent Altered from a ’94, probably the 
work of Smith, but unworthy his name and fame." 


(14) Same as above; Lot 833 "1793 Cent Copied from a fine original, but 
shows tooling of the hair, which I think was done by Breschemin of 
Philadelphia." 


(15) Woodward’s Seventy-First Sale February 24- Ady <boous Let G11: 

"Flowing hair, Liberty without period, above thvse leaves under the bust; 

the rev. milled, with a series of dots, bears the usual inscription; the 
wreath is of numerous large pointed leaves of laurel; interspersed with 
stems bearing from two to five berries each; to the left three shamrocks, 
the right two; the edge is ornamented with bars, crosses, etc. This 
beautiful piece is probably the work of the late Mr. Smith, an artist in 
this line, who lived without equal and died leaving no successor. At no 
distant day the works of Mr. Smith will be earnestly sought and liberally 
paid for, for beauty and originality they are eee ee and this is one of 


the finest examples." 
& 


(16) Woodward’s Seventy-Eight Sale September 15, 16, 17 1885; Lot 1186: 

"1793 Flowing hair. Small "Liberty" above the head; rev., wreath, plain 

edge. This appears to be a fine electrotype of one of Smith’s wonderful 
works." 


(17) Woodward’s Eightieth Sale December 16, 17, 18, 19, 1885; Lot 1336: 
"1793 Flowing hair, plain edge; obv and rev. of original design, by Mr. 
Smith, of Ann St., whose artistic work is now exciting a renewed interest. 
I think this is an electrotype.” 


COMMENTS: 


Item 4 realized $8.50. The next item in that sale, an uncirculated 
1794, realized $8.75. Item 5 realized $7.00. In the same sale an 
uncirculated 1796 cent also realized $7.00. The Smith cents realized good 
prices compared to others at that time. 
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I included items 1 and 2 because they show items not attributed to 
Smith by Woodward. This is a hint but not proof that Woodward may have 
learned about Smith some time between 1863 and 1864. 


Item 9 was a Chain Cent with vine and bars edge. The edge is correct 
for the type. Woodward believed the reverse was genuine. Indeed it is 
curious. 


Item 4 has a lettered edge. It might have been altered from an S11b or 
Slic. It may have been altered from a 1794 or 1795 lettered edge. 


Item 5 is described as having "stars and stripes" on the edge. It 
might be another way to describe the vine and bars edge. It might also have 
had an engraved edge. 


Items 6 is a Wreath Cent with vine and bars edge which is correct for 
the type. Item 7 does not have an edge description. The obverse and 
reverse also cannot be identified. Item 8 has a lettered edge but the type 
is not identified. Item 10 has a plain edge. It could have been made from 
just about anything. Item 15 has a nice description of the type with an 
edge with bars and crosses. It is possible that alterations included 
engraving the edge. 


Items 11, 16 and 17 are described as electrotypes. I was not 
previously aware that there were electrotypes of Smith alterations. What 
happened to these pieces in the past hundred years? Where are they now? 


Item 14 is attributed to Breschemin of Philadelphia. Has any other 
piece ever been offered at auction attempting to get a high price based on 
the Breschemin name? ; 


There are six pieces attributed to Smith with an edge device that can 
be identified. Two were correct for the type. Four pieces have 
questionable edges. There is no proof in the Woodward descriptions that the 
Chain or Wreath cents were altered from the lettered edge pieces of 1794 or 
E795. 


Crosby (1897) does not describe edge devices. On the Crosby plate the 
Chain and Wreath cents appear to be on 26 mm planchets while the Liberty Cap 
type is on a 29 mm planchet. Here again, there is no proof that these were 
altered from the cents of other years. 


Woodward frequently described the pieces as beautiful. Crosby shows 
pieces with low relief on rough planchets. I would not call a Crosby 
"Smith" cent more beautiful than a high grade original. Did Woodward have a 
different standard for beauty or did Crosby illustrate pieces not described 
by Woodward? Is beauty in the eye of the beholder or is beauty in the pen 
of the cataloguer? 


I have been on the trail of Smith for almost a year. My search for his 
name paid off quite well. My attempt to prove the definition of a Smith 
counterfeit is no closer than it was in the beginning. However, I am still 
convinced of one thing. If the numismatic community cannot agree on the 
definition, auction companies should be very careful about what they 
describe as a Smith counterfeit. 
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515 French N a 
oa Medal ; Conseil des <Anciens ; 
516 I ne; size 26. ns; copper; very : 
516 French Medal; i 
; Assiduite ; 
e re haat size om Architecture ; copper; 
o Inglish Assassinati 
8 Assassination M 
7 cae tte 3L Medal, May 15, 1800; copper; 
2) Engli 
glish Medal; obverse, bust of G 
519 pees fine ; size 26 St Leia i 
, ilver Sixpence, Ch . 
520 Revolutio , Charles I; English ; extra 
March ether obverse, Pe ecaey 
eagle, Sehrase ‘ eae spread eagle; at the t Sa 
conditi ntation of the sun; br 2D 
ener: ition ; extremely rare. ; brass; excellent 
522 an ee III Shilling; silver; fine 
. ? . 
panish Silver Coin; eae ? ; 
59 fair. ; size of American quarter : 
523 1683 Engli . 
Inglish Four 
524 St penny, Charles II; ex 
525 ae English Coin; silver ; ae oie ae 
« € e . ’ ? 
526 oe silver ; English; extra 
ise ae ae Silver Coin Givi: IL: oe 
- George icc. See xtra 
epeet ne eel English silver Ponsy : 5 aes 
529 Small Si] Sixpence ; side face ; fine Sea a 
29° -S ilver Penny, Englis »; line; rare. 
eood ; rare. J) nglish, (Commonwealth) - very 
United States Copper Cents 
530 eats shai ae . ; 
Rood chain “ Ameri.”; obverse, cood ; Tey 
at a and sharp excessively oe - reverse, extra 
3; chain; very ood ; ee sie \ 


a poe Mt 
ides ath 
or eee obverse, twig at regul 
ne a impression ; rare ¢ at regular angles; extra 
. 93 = wr . 
- wreath; twig incli 
5 : ) ig inclines to ‘ 
534 1793; Liberty cap; extra good ae right; poor. 
reverse: very disti ee. impression ob 
: sry distinct ; , obverse and 
535 1794; ; y ct; very rare i a ee: 
S 1794; fine ; good color ; 2 in this condition. 
586 1794; broad ocean 
ey ; broa — ; small bust; good 
iF Ff eee = . 
? ao large bust ag ee = 
; extra good. 
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colebrated Jefferson Head ; 
n; shows the sligh 


dark olive color 5 
reverse; peauti- 


1799; Kandall’s the finest 
his variety know 
the hair ; 


cent of t test mark 

of circulation on sharp, 

pold and distinct, 

fully designed 22 

differing materially from the ordinary 

very fine; this piece was sold at the 
cyaranteed by 


October 18, 1869, for $1415 2 
original and genuine piece; 


American series, 
1195 cents; 
Randall sale, 
the pre- 
sent owner a5 an struck 
at the U. S, Mint. 


oi 539 L194 thin die; VeTy good, 
540 17993 thick die; lettered edge 5 extra good condition 

and color. 

yy ee Liberty C8P 5 good. 

549 171963 fillet head ; extra good. 

543 171965 do yariety 1 date ; extra good. 

ee eae Le uncirculated ; close date ; sharp and bold 5 light 
olive color ; proof surface ; rare in this condition. 

545 LI9T5 variety 5 proad date ; dark color; fine. 


346 11983 
rf 


eek 19027 1-000; 


small planchet ; very good. 


1798; large planchet ; fine. 


excellent impression 5 date and legend 


and exceedingly 


48 17993 very 
very distinct; @0 extra ood piece 
rare in this condition. 
349 1800; fine ; been tarnished. 
550 18013 1-000; proken die ; extra good j scarce. 


51 1801; 1-100 over 1-000 ; good. 
3 1801; [inited ; Very fair; very Scarce: 


5 
53 18023 1-100 ; good color; 
very fine ; 


fine. 


shows portions of the red 


color. 
595 18033 light olive; very fine. 
556 1804; proken dic; extra good impression ; obverse 
and reverse Very distinct ; rare: 
551 18055 uncirculated good color ; Tare. 
558 «18065 fine; good color. 
559 18073 extra good. 
very hold date. 


569 1807 over 1906; fine: 
1808 ; fine. 
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With arrows, brilliant, nearly proof impression, from 
the Orleans mint, senree, 

Uneirenlated 

Orlenius mine 

Plato onaiat CTF Yat ta 

Unemrenhited, Orleans miant. 

Uneireuhated 

CEN'TS. 

Liberty AED, SSR IEY, fine indeed, and extremely rare, 

Mowing har; rev. links,‘ Amerien:” remarkably line, 
not impaired by erreuhation, 

lowing hair; rev. links; edge slightly bruised, but a 
fine specimen, rare. 

Klowine hare: rey. links, Ameri,” fine, rare 

lowing hair, perfeetly unetreulated, with splendid 
surface resembling proof sa finer one of this date is 
not known. 

lowing hair, bearing a eeneral resemblance to the bust, 
but from oa die distinetly different.  "Phiss eent from 
the celebrated Baehe collection, ts in eomedition only 
seeond to the precedine ; exceedinely rare 

lowing hires orev. wreath ; planehet nolitthe rowerh Jacl 
seareely any crretiated, rare, 

Mlowine hair, edee lettered, One lumdred fora dollar.” 
very beautifidl, warranted wenume, buat ha heen 
muproved Vy Mero Santth Asoaowoerk of art Chis cent 
isa wonder, the head im its present state bein more 
artistic and beantifil in appearance than any cent 
ever issued from the US. mint, 

Uneireulated, very fine color, in this condition rare. 

A different variety, about as fine as the last, the hair 
being only dowched in the slightest degree. 

Still another type, equally fine. 

The Jefferson head, unquestionably the finest sample 
of this cent known; the hair is slightly rubbed, but 
the piece is scarcely in any degree injured by etreu- 


lation. In this condition, the 1795 cent of this 
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1793; chain; large letters; very broad date; small 
head; light color; very fine; very rare. 

1793; chain; variety in date; very good impression ; 
very rare. 

1794; pyramidal head; Maris, No. -10;* very fine; 
light olive color. 

1794; short bust; Maris, No.. 22; slight mark on 
cheek of bust; a very bold impression ; light olive 
color; very fine. 

1794; short “bust; Maris, No. 23; very fine; dark 
olive. 

1794; large planchet ; Maris, No. 28; very fine ; good 
color. ; 

1794; shielded hair; Maris, No. 32; fine but black. 

1795; thin die; extra good color and condition. 

1795; Randall’s celebrated Jefferson Head. This is 
the finest cent of this varicty know to exist in any 
cabinet; in very fine condition ; bearing the slighest 
marks of circulation; olive color; one of the most 
Deautifuly designed of the American series, and the 
rarest of all cents without exception. 

1796; fillet head; very fine ; dark color; very hand- 
some impression. 

1796; fillet head; fine; variety in date. 

1796; fillet head; fine but varnished. 

1796; Liberty cap; extra good; black. 

1796; Liberty cap; distinct double profile; very fair; 
a curious piece. 

1797; uncirculated; a bold and very sharp impression ; 
light olive color; proof surface. 

1797; very fine, showing a crack across the centre of 
bust and field, and in this respect the only one we 
have ever seen or heard of; very fine. 

1798; very fine; dark olive color. 

1798 ; small date; fine. 





*The 1794 cents are catalogued by Dr. E. Maris’s work on the 
1794 copper coinage. 
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1798; large date; extra good. 

1799; legend, date and bust. all distinct; may be 
called very fine for this rare date ; this is the rarest 
type, the tail of the last 9 nearly touching the top of 
the figure. 

1800; very fine and sharp. 

1801; broken die, 1-000 varie:y ; extra good and very 
scarce. 

1801; 1-000 variety ; olive color; very fine. 

1802; uncirculated; light olive color, 1-000 variety; 
very sharp impression. 
1802; uncirculated; beautifu impression; light olive 
color ; variety. 

1802; fine; dark olive. 

1803; uncirculated ; olive coler; rare in this condition 
1803; uncirculated ; been cleaned. 

1803; fine; light olive; broken die; reverse. 

red color; broken die: 
one of the finest cents of this date known; very rave: 
1804; a very excellent and bold impression, but a 
little circulated ; black ; very rare. 

1805; very fine; light olive ; very scarce. 

1806 ; fine; do 

1808; 12 star variety; fine; dark olive; rare. 

1808; a very handsome cent: obverse, fine; reverse 
very fine; good color. : 
1809; fine for date; a handsome piece; light olive 
color. 

1810; over 1809; fine sharp impression ; scarce. 

1811; perfect date; fine; good color; rare in this 
condition. 


1804; very fine; been cleaned ; 


1812; cracked die extending around the stars; fine; 
good color ; scarce. 

1813; fine; good color; scarce. 

1814; uncirculated; sharp and bold; crossed 4. 

1814; plain 4; uncirculated; good color; bold im- 
pression. 

1816; perfect die ; uncirculated ; beautiful light olive 
color. 
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1795 Jefferson head ; 
good condition for the 


than any other type of the American Cent. 
1796 Liberty Cup; 


In the finest possible 
he 


bsolutely uneirenhited, ereesstvcly rare, 


L796 Liberty cap, dillers sliehtly from the last 


Hoan perfectly uneireulated condition, but 
quite so bold an Hpression, 
TEX Daiborty Caps unlike either of the 
Hall eireulated, very rare 
Millet hese: perleetly Hoeireuhited, extremely rire. 


illest heel ; 


lated, very rare indeed, 


former, seareely 


iG 
L796 


dillerent Vertety, brieht and uneireu- 


LT9OG eile heel: an extremely rare by pe, Che nite 
searecly shows atadlon Hheobverse + uneireuhuted. 

PUG Willet heme: milline on both vides extends entire- 
ly round the coin: Hoeirentited, anda very rare 
bY pe. 

L796 Fillet heads differs from all the preceding, uncir- 
culated; portions of the coin still remain bright; 
a very rare variety. 

1796 Fillet head; another type, fine. 

L797 Bright and uncireulated; in such fine condition 
extremely rare. 

1797 Another type,very fine ; may be called uncireulated, 

1797 Still another varicty, quite as fine as the last, very 


rare. 

Two faces on the obverse, boueht in a recent sale 
by Mr. Mickley at a high price; in @ood condi- 
tion, unique. 

1798 still remain 

bright, smooth polished surface, as fine a Cent of 


Splendid, uncirculated; portions 

the date as can be found; extremely rare. 
1798 
1798 


Another variety, very fine indeed, rare. 
Another type, broken die, in very fine condition, 
rare. 


though not fine, this piece is ii 


, ane like 


hot 
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varicty, which is varer 


condition, be- 
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VERY RARE 1795 JEFFERSON HEAD CENT 
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1795 Sheldon 80 (High R-5). Jefferson head; long ribbons. Plain edge. From New Netherlands 
50th Sale, lot 997, December 1957, catalogued as “S-80; C-N X2. R-6. Earher graded ‘About 
VF; VF for coin, this piece has the sharpness of F-15 but is rough, as are many of the 
Jeffersons; obverse has some minor pitting and a glass reveals that someone has tried to work 
part of the field over to minimize this. Medium brown patina. Actually fairly decent looking; 
well struck up and about equally strong (well balanced) throughout, which is unusual. It is 
one of the four best in collectors’ hands. Of the six Condition Census examples, the EF-40 is 
in A.N.S., and one of the 15 coins is in the Chase Bank, the Hines and Sargent specimens are 
privately owned, and this and the next lot are the two others. Ex Guttag, T. James Clarke. A 
struck coin with the sound of good metal — not one of the casts that have been making the 
rounds. Worth getting excited about!” As described in our Romano Sale, June 16, 1987, lot 
IDA (SEE COLOR LENE) 

Only known die stale, obverse die reground and the serifs of LIBERTY consequently thinner than on 
Sheldon NC-1. The background of this famous vartely, including correspondence of the 1795 period on 
‘lated matters, was covered thoroughly by Robert W. Julian in his article on “The Harper Cents” in the 
September, 1964 issue of Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine. Due to increasing complaints from certain 
-ctions of the populace and the business community concerning Mint operations (in particular, the slow- 
vss in getting coins into circulation), there was agitation in late 1794 and early 1795 to close the Mint and 
-sume contract coinage, as had been done with the Fugio Cents less than a decade before. The House of 
‘'epresentatives appointed a committee to investigate the situation: Elias Boudinot was placed in charge of 

investigation 


In response to a questionnaire from the Commutiee, Albion Cox, the Assayer, recommended that they get 
touch with John Harper of Trenton, who could supply a great deal of information about possible 
provements in Mint procedure. In a meeting with Harper, the Committee members learned quite a lot 
ut possible changes in the actual machinery in use at the Mint, though little else. In due course, Harper 
tded to show the members of the Committee what he meant in the way of machinery and procedural 


provements. He prepared a set of coin dies, following the general design of the 1794 Cents, and modified 
. of his saw making machines (which is what he did for a living) to act as a coining press. In February 


Varch, 1795, he gave a demonstration for the Committee, whose members were quite impressed with the 
ilts, to the extent that they reimbursed Harper from their own personal funds for the cost of the copper 
| had used for planchets. 


ntly become Director of the Mint. This may have been a mistake on Harper's part, since Boudinot not 

did not accept his offer, but confiscated the dies (which Harper had retained since the earlier demon- 
tron), though offering Harper the post of Assistant Coiner. This was turned down as Harper was 
ring better money in his regular occupation. From this time on, the dies were tn the possession of the 


'» November, Harper attempted to get a job as contract cotner to the Mint, writing to Boudinot, who had 


(Continued on next page) 








1795 JEFFERSON HEAD CENT RD ae ps 











Lot No, 114 


(Lot 114 continued) | 


Several questions remain to be explored. As the obverse die had been reground before the plain edge 
preces were struck, tt is obvious that the Lettered Edge specimens were produced first. The reverse die used 
for the Lettered Edge issue broke during use, and a second reverse die. was engraved prior to striking the 
plain edge issue. In view of Harper's close connection with the 1792. Washington Half Dollar (as eel as 
with the striking of the earliest 1792. Patterns), and his apparent connection with the 1796 Washington 
“Masonic” Half Dollar, we suspect that he employed the die cutting talents of Peter Getz. the engraver of 
those two Washington issues, for production of the 1795 Cent dies 


Due to the edge leftering Robert -lulian SP ulated that those pleces were struck at the Mint ata later 
frome tre. after November, 1795), since ioiwas unlikely that Harper would build a Castatns edse lettering 
machine for a small demonstration. As we now know that these pieces were struck [UESGET position must 
be reexamined. We suspect that Harper's friend Albion Cox managed to obtain a batch of planchets from 
the Mint, with the edges already lettered. selling them to Harper at cost in order to keep the Mint’s books 
balanced; such “ready for the press” planchets were almost certainly in existence at the Mint. but were 
unlikely to be needed soon since silver coinage production twas occupying the Mint’s full attention at that 
fume in 1795. Assuming that the normal “38% survival rate” ratio for Large Cents of the pertod also applied 
to the Lettered Edge (and plain edge) Jefferson Head Cents, the number of pieces originally struck would 
have been about 100. a perfectly satisfactory number for a demonstration which also mvolved the demon 
stration of an improved planchet feeding machine (The breaking of the reverse die during the demonstra 
fron would not have been regarded as anything unusual, as the dies often broke at the Mint itself.) 


Since, as we have seen, a new reverse dic had to be engraved after the February or March demonstration 
to replace the broken one, and since tt would have been one of the dies confiscated from Harper by Boudinot 
in November, we are left with the question of the location as well as the time for striking of the plain edge 
specimens. Under the same 3% rule, the probable mintage of the plain edge pieces was in the range of 1,200 
to 1,500 preces, directly comparable with that of the Starred Reverse, the 1803 Large Date/Small Fraction, 
or the 1807/6 Small Overdate 


It is extremely unlikely, in our opinion, that Harper, with no coinage contract tn his hands, would have 
struck anything like that quantity of preces in the hopes of being able to sell them to the Mint 


It is much more likely that the Mint itself ts the location where the plain edge Jetterson Head Cents 
were struck. The time of striking would have been after the last Lettered HKdge regular Cents had been 
struck and the 37,000 pieces delivered: the varied wetghts of the plain edge Jefferson tlead pieces the 
present specimen, worn, still weighs 198 grains, and thus must have been struck on the old 208 pram 
standard - are most easily explained if remaining (but with the edges still untettered) planchets on the old 
standard were struck using the Jefferson Head dies prior to late December striking of the plain edge preces 
on the new standard with new planchets. In this way the Mint would not have to remelt and reroll the 
remaining old planchets, and could always tell the heavy plain edge pieces from the later light ones by the 
dies used. Lighter plain edge Jeffersons, if any exist which are clearly on the 168 grain standard, would 
have to have been made later, probably right at the end of the year 





As the plain edge Jefferson Head Cents circulated heavily, and have grade distributions in the Condition 
Census directly comparable to the Starred Reverse or the 1803 Large Date/Small Fraction, they must have 
been released to circulation through normal channels, ve. as regular coins struck at and released by the 
United States Mint in pursuit of its normal operations. 







As the Mint owned the dies, and as the designs complied with all legal specifications regarding devices 
and legends, the Mint officials presumably treated them as regularly usable dies, following the precedent of 
the Starred Reverse die in the preceding year 

In our opinion, the plain edge Jefferson Head Cents are thus a regular issue of the United States Mint, 
constituting a die variety like the Starred Reverse, and of equal standing within the Large Cent sertes. 
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table foundation with funds available to en- 
courage and assist with numismatic educa- 


WANT SECURITY 
Then Buy the BEST 
Coin Tubes 
Lf. * Better Protection 
Clear Polystyrene 
bs Assorted 1¢ to 50¢ 


VINYL PAGES 
ENOR BRAND 
20 pocket for 2x2’s 
100 pgs. $28.00 
50 pgs. 15.00 
10 pgs. $4.00 
2x2 COIN HOLDERS 


to 50¢ & Anthony $1 
Dollar size 50 for.... 


100 for $2.50 


postage. 500 for $8.25 
$10.00-$20.00 ot $3.00. 1000 for $15.25 
Over $20.00 add $4.00 postage. U.S. orders only. 
For 16+ pages of discounted Coin Supplies please send $1.00. Please 
allow 14 days for personal check to clear. 
Prices subject to change. 
OVER 15 YEARS OF SERVICE 


BEST COIN SUPPLY CO. 
P.O. Box 18095 Indianapolis, Indiana 46218 


0. 
Tubes guaranteed or money back or 11/2x1/2 Size 
Order Now | O 3 Seven Sizes 






























An honor — or a caricature? 


1795 “Jefferson Head” Cent. 
Sheldon 80 (High R5) Very Fine. 


The ‘Jefferson Head" Cent shown above 
presents a bit of a mystery as to why the 
coin was so-named. Though Jefferson did 
not assume the presidency until 1801, he 
was a Member of the House of Represen- 
tatives when the monetary standards of 
the United States were being developed in 
1784. He became a strong advocate of the 
decimal system and contended that ‘“‘the 
most easy ratio of multiplication and 
divison is that of ten.” Perhaps it was that 
advocacy that led to the honor. It is also 
speculated that the involvement of Jeffer- 
son in the early Mint led to his being 
Caricatured by a Mint employee “trying 
- his hand” at scujpture. 

Whatever the motive, the “Jefferson” 
“Cent has achieved an immortality in the 
world of coins. 

Extremely rare, only 10 to 15 are known to 
exist, and of that small number, perhaps 
one will reach the market every 20 years. 
Ours is a Very Fine specimen, well 
Struck-up on a nice even planchet and of a 
_ Medium brown patina. Worthy of the 
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“WANT LISTS” SERVICED. 
Brigandi has this and many other choice 
Early U.S. coins in stock. Please write fora 


free listing of our current inventory. 
T 


Sy 1.800.221.2128 

E= BRIGANDI & 
COIN COMPANY — 

60 West 44th St., NY, NY 10036 


NYC 212-869-5350 






PNG 


For a copy of the listing, write to P.O. Box 
20438, St. Petersburg, Fla. 33742. 


Saad 
Batmobile {not pictired) Medallions 7 07. 999 sliver 
3 pc. set $95.00 - 5,000 matching sets with matching 
serial numbers. 

Batman Logo Pendant, Black and Gold on Silver $27.50 


Single Medallions $27.50 - reece s pao 
© D.C. Comics - $3.00 


“= GS ROANOKE 
COIN EXCHANGE 


os 1-800-451-0824; 703-982-8587 
Towers Mail Dept. CW, Roanoke, VA 24015 


Look For 
The PNG 
Symbol 


Each and every Professional Numismatists Guild 
member pledges to grade coins carefully and ac- 
curately. If for any reason you are not completely 
Satisfied with any coin purchased from a PNG 
member, it can be returned within the specified 
time for a full refund without question or explana- 
tion. Further, should any dispute arise or should you 
find any grading to be unfair, your report of this to 
the Executive Director will bring immediate action. 

Each and every PNG member not only must have 
years of full-time professional experience and 
substantial financial assets to qualify for member- 
ship, he must also subscribe to a strict Code of 
Ethics. If a dealer cannot meet the requirements, 
they are denied membership in the Guild. If a 
member cannot continue to fulfill the requirements, 
Stringent and swift measures are taken. 

PNG members have long prided themselves on 
providing properly and accurately graded coins to 
their customers. It is simply good business for them 
to continue to do so. 


PROFESSIONALISM IS THE BOTTOM LINE™ 


ea OF ESSiOma’ 


NUMISMATISIS 


SUILD 2 INS 





Professional 
Numismatists 
Guild, Inc. 


A DIRECTORY OF PNG MEMBERS AND 
BROCHURE IS AVAILABLE FREE ON 
REQUEST FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


P.0. Box 430 
Van Nuys, CA 91408 
818/781-1764 


Paul L. Koppenhaver 
Executive Director 





50¢ 1815/2 0-101 EF-40 Sharp ........ 
50¢ 1817 Choice BU-63 Superb, Original 
Mark Free Fully Struck Surfaces..... 
50¢ 1837 Reeded Edge Choice BU-63 . . 
50¢ 1840 Medium Letters AU-50 Choice 
50¢ 1866-S No Motto VF-20 Even Wear . 
50¢ 1870-CC Fine-12 Very Rare ....... 
50¢ 1871-S BU-60 Very Scarce ....... 
50¢ 1873-CC Arrows EF-40 Full Strike . 
50¢ 1878-CC VG-8 Pleasing Appearan: 


SATISFACTION 
All ( 
New Yo. 
GRADING BASED ON 3 


MEMBER j B t ‘ 
ANA 


Since 1956 
430 West 34th Street 
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Bowers and Ruddy Galleries —Americana 





See Color Photo 


2679 Charles Carroll of Carollton 1826 in Silver 52 mm. J-PE-6. The Car- 
roll medal was one of the first executed by Christian Gobrecht and 
has proved to be one of the rarest and most desirable Mint medals of 
the 19th century. As far as can be ascertained, this piece has only 
been sold twice in the 20th century, in the New Netherlands 40th 
Sale (1954) as Lot 513 where a holed, damaged piece was sold, and a 
superb piece in the Presidential Coin & Antique Sale of May 22, 
1982 as Lot 349 where it sold for $4200. 


The piece offered here is one of 13 originally struck in silver, and 
not one of the so-called Dr. Edwards copies struck in England, and in 
themselves very rare. This specimen weighs 788 grains, and grades a 
full Very Fine from a wear point of view. However, a vandal has 
made a number of shallow punch marks on the obverse and reverse 
which do little to enhance the coin. There is minimal edge damage, 
but one knock at about 12 o'clock and a few bruises. Has original 
toned silver color. An outstanding opportunity to obtain an impor- 
tant medal. ($1500-2250) 

2680 Charles Carroll of Carrollton 1825 Copper electrotype 52 mm. This 
very well executed electrotype has virtually no border seam, but the 
obverse fields are bulged. 
Although an electrotype, Uncirculated. ($50-75) 
2681 Henry Clay 1852 bronze 76 mm. J-PE-8. Another outstanding medal 
* by C.C. Wright on the death of Clay. A lovely medal in brown 
mahogany bronze, which appears to be Uncirculated. However, the 
obverse seems to have some residual lacquer on it which should be 
removable. ($50-75) 
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DEC. Vite 
— MDCCCLEX! 
See Color Photo 


2682 Henry Draper Unique specimen in gold, 1874. 46 mm. J-PE-9 
Struck by the Transit of Venus Commission to honor Dr. Draper (ac- 
tually a physican by trade), who became a world reknowned 
astronomer. The gold medal was ordered by the commission, and 
Director Linderman charged them for C. E. Barber's engraving work. 
After the initial gold medal was struck for Draper, strikings in other 
metals were authorized by the Naval Observatory at Washington. 


The unique gold specimen, in the original leather case weighs 
927.7 grains. It is a Proof strike, but both the obverse and reverse and 
crossed with fine die polish lines — obviously Barber did not do a 
good job on fine finishing the die. The are a few other hairlines on 
the medal, but practically it is perfect. The leather case is in especially 
fine condition, the inside leather part being almost mint. A rare op- 
portunity to obtain a unique Mint medal in gold. 


($1500-2000) 

























Henry Draper Unique 1874 medal in aluminum. J-PE-9. This uni 
piece, weighing 183.9 grains, was ordered by Professor Drape! 
his personal use in late July or August, 1875. It is specifically cite? 
Julian. Obviously the gold medal in the preceding lot, a" 
aluminum piece were the property of Dr. Draper and were W! | 
the New York Public Library. In a custom plush and leather ¢as® 
medal is Proof, with same fine die striations as on the gold m’ 
Near perfect. The two medals do make a nice matched set. ($400 


2683 








PE-4 
Major John Andre 


No description available. Five silver (at $5.00 each) and five 
bronze (at $1.50 each) were struck in early 1869 for John J. 
Knox, the then Comptroller of the Currency. The cost of the 
silver medals seems to indicate a relatively large medal, 
probably in the range of forty to fifty millimeters. 

From letters to Knox, of December, 1868, it is possible that 
the dies were prepared within the mint itself. On December 
14 Director H.R. Linderman reported that the Andre dies 
were “in hand’. If Knox had simply brought the dies to the 
mint from the outside it is probable that the medals would 


have been struck within a day or two, rather than waiting for 


several weeks. It is relevant to note that Knox was a well- 
known numismatist of the period, and, on occasion, used his 
influence to obtain medals and patterns for his personal 
collection. 


PE-0 
Samuel and Mary Bell 


Obverse: PIILADELPITIA JANUARY 31, 1856 with pair of Crossed 
torches and wreath, crossed bow and quiver at top. 


Reverse: IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 25711 ANNIVERSARY OF THI 
MARRIAGE OF SAMUEL BELL AND MARY DUTILH JAN. 31. 1881. all 
within a closed wreath. 


Size: 42 mm 
Engraver: Unknown 
Metals unknown 


The description is from a pair of dies seen in the die vault of 
the Philadelphia Mint medal department in December, 1975. 
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PE-6 
Charles Carroll 


Obverse: TO CHARLES CARROLL OF CARROLLTON with bust to 
left. GOBRECHT. F. on truncation. 


Reverse: UPON ENTERING HIS 9OTH YEAR SEP. XxX MDCCCXXV! 
around wreath enclosing THE SURVIVING SIGNER OF THE 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE APTER THE SOTH ANNIVERSA®? 
Pen and scroll at bottom. 


c 


ee Ow, 


mm 
Engraver: Christian Gobrecht 
AAV RIA ONC RAE 


According to Robert J. Lindesmith, in his article, “The 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton Medal and the Dr. Edwards 
Copy’. which appeared in the TAMS Journal for Decembe-: 
1971, there were five gold and thirteen silver medals struc 
originally for presentation to Carroll and members of his 
family. One of these gold medals is in the John Ford, Jr., 
collection. All medals from the original dies are quite rare 

There is a copy of the Carroll medal which was executed 
according, to the Chapman Brothers, in their catalog of the 
Bushnell collection (1882), by the “late Dr. Edwards”. Linde 
smith notes that this copy may be distinguished from the 
original by the wide spacing between the letters o and N of 
CARROLLTON, 
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3037 Idler’s Washington half dollar. K-1, Baker-544. Silver. Uncircy. 
2 : i lated, with deep silver-gray obverse and pale iridescent Purple 
3032 Dickeson’s Continental Currency dollar. Copper. K-2. Uncircu- and gray reverse toning. Fully prooflike surfaces. 192.2 grains 


lated, with prooflike surfaces. An attractive, pale pink and brown COPY on the reverse, beneath the olive branch. A lovely exam. 
specimen. A few old scratches may be seen. ple of this rare issue. ; 


i William Idler was a Philadelphia coin dealer who published numerous copies of ¢,.. 

3033 Dickeson’s Continental Currency dollar. White metal. K-2. About lonial and early American issues, as this. Idler’s copies of the Washington half dollar 
Uncirculated, with some rim marks noticeable. bore the word COPY. However, specimens are known without this word, either ras 

ing been removed from the die (as suggested by Kenney), or from the piece itself after 
striking, as often seen (see Lot 3040, below) 





3034 Edwards strike in brass of Bolen’s Higley copper. K-4. Uncircu- 
lated, a lustrous golden-yellow example struck from worn dies. 
Two reverse toning spots serve to identify this lustrous example. 





As related above, Bolen's Higley dies were sold to Dr. FS. Edwards, who coined pieces : rc : 
in nickel and brass. The exact number struck is unknown today. 3038 Idler’s Washington half dollar. Copper. K-1, B-544. 219.9 grains. 


Uncirculated, with lustrous golden orange and iridescent purple 
toning on both sides. There are numerous, minute, darker ton- 
ing spots on both the obverse and reverse. COPY still on the 
reverse. 


3039 Idler’s Washington half dollar. Bronze. K-1, B-544. Extremely Fine, 
with some traces of tooling. Artificially colored. COPY unskillfully 
removed from the flan. A third example. 





3040 Idler’s Washington half dollar. Tin. K-1, B-544. Uncirculated, with 
some marks visible and edge dents here and there. Pale gray. 176.8 


3035 Edwards strike in white metal of Bolen’s Higley copper. K-4. grains. COPY unskillfully removed from the reverse. 


Choice About Uncirculated, if not finer. Struck slightly off cen- 
ter. Pleasing mint lustre may be seen around the obverse 


periphery. 





3041 Idler’s Maryland denarium. Copper. K-2. 76.5 grains. Uncircu- 
lated, dark red brown and purple, with faded mint color. Tiny 
obverse rim nick noted for accuracy’s sake. Obverse with Idler’s 
commercial information around Calvert's head. A pleasing ex- 
ample of this scarce and popular copy. 





3036 Edwards muling of Bolen’s Higley obverse and Large Circle Con- 
federatio reverse. K-14. Copper. Uncirculated, as struck. Slightly 
off center, also as made. Lustrous and iridescent purple and 
golden reddish-orange toning. Edge crudely engrailed. Clearly 
from dies defaced by Bolen, imperfectly (as expected) restored. 
An outstanding specimen of this rare issue. 


3042 Idler’s Maryland denarium. Copper. K-2. 78.4 grains. Uncirculat- 
ed, with nice medium golden-brown toning over highly reflec- 
tive surfaces. Some toning bands may be seen on the reverse. 
A second example of this popular issue. 





3043 Idler’s Maryland denarium. Nickel composition. K-2. 58.7 grains. 
Uncirculated, nice medium gray. A few obverse toning spots may 
be seen. Rare in this metal. 








Uncirculated, with some rim marks noticeable. 





3034 Edwards strike in brass of Bolen’s Higley copper. K-4. Uncircu- 


3035 


3036 


lated, a lustrous golden-yellow example struck from worn dies. 
Two reverse toning spots serve to identify this lustrous example. 


As related above, Bolen’s Higlev dies were sold to Dr. FS. Edwards, who coined pieces 
in nickel and brass. The exact number struck is unknown today 





Edwards strike in white metal of Bolen’s Higley copper. K-4. 
Choice About Uncirculated, if not finer. Struck slightly off cen- 
ter. Pleasing mint lustre may be seen around the obverse 
periphery. 





Edwards muling of Bolen’s Higley obverse and Large Circle Con- 
federatio reverse. K-14. Copper. Uncirculated, as struck. Slightly 
off center, also as made. Lustrous and iridescent purple and 
golden reddish-orange toning. Edge crudely engrailed. Clearly 
from dies defaced by Bolen, imperfectly (as expected) restored. 
An outstanding specimen of this rare issue. 
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S27 2702. Immune Columbia, 1785; rev. Nova Constellatio ; copper, 
unique. 


C 
ictodge/, CV 2703. Liberty seated « Colony of;” rev. bust in armor to right, 
(oa J 
; q 


‘‘New Yorke;” silver, unique. 


4 ‘ 
Z ASE 2704. Connecticut Shilling; “Connecticut in,” Surrounding 4 


shield; rev. ‘“ New England, Anno 1662, XII,” struck 
over a counterfeit N. KE, Shilling; silver, unique. 

 S~ 2705, Laureated bust to right, ‘‘Nova Eborac;” rey, ‘‘Immune 
Columbia, 1786;” fine, very rare. 

7 S~ 2706. Bust to right, “‘ Nova Hamps;” rey. Liberty seated, “ Liber- 
tas, 1787;” very fine and rare. 

JI2 2707. Indian standing, ‘‘ Liber Natus,” &c.; rev. arms of NOY 


’ 


1787, Excelsior ;” copper, very fine, unique. 

J $~2708. Auctori Plebis ; rey. Liberty seated, « Indep et Liber, 1785.” 
very fine, copper, unique. 

J 82709. Shield, “KE Pluribus Unum;” rey. “Immunis Columbia, 
17386:-% copper, unique. 


e Mrcpusts/ /—2 2710. Star surrounded by rays; rey. ‘ Texas, 1862;” silver. 


t 


“a 


G 


2J5* 2711. Engraved copy of the unique Lord Baltimore Penny ; fine, 
rare, 

3~¢ 2712. Idler’s copy of the Lord Baltimore Penny; silver proof, rare. 

74 2713. Same in copper, proof. 


’ 2/2714. Chalmer’s Annapolis Six ence ; silver, very fine, unique. 
p Pp q \ 
Y F? 2715. Copy in solid silver of the Washington Funeral Medal; rey. 


skull and cross-bones ; very fine indeed. 


425 2716. Solid-silver copy of a rare Pine Tree Shilling. 


lwarthe.¢Y 2717. Indian standing, “Inimica Tyramis Americana ;” rey. large 


Med 


! 
pil 


hes > 2719. 1799 Cent, an alteration, one of Mr. Smith's best. 
V 


sun with rays and stars in the centre, ‘‘ Confederatio, 
1785,” Bolen’s counterfeit ; proof impression, rare. 
<,-v 2718. The other variety of the counterfeit Confederatio, by Bolen, 
_as fine and rare as the last. 





ey ~ 2720. Robinson’s New York Doubloon ; fine bronze proof, rare. 

J $2 2721. Bust of George Clinton facing right, ‘‘ Non Vi Vitute View” 
rev. flying eagle, “ Excelsior,” “ E Pluribus Unum ;”’ 
fine copper proof, rare. | 

a2 8~ 2722. Robinson’s copy of the Rosa Americana of 1733 ; brass, fine 
proof, scarce. 








Superb 1794 S-70 1c 
Tied for Fourth Finest Known 
















1794 S-70. AU-50 (PCGS). Tied for the 
fourth finest known piece of the variety. A gor- 
geous glossy brown piece with an interesting 
die crack from the denticle between the T and 
Y in LIBERTY down behind Liberty’s eye to her 
cheek. Mostly uniform color except for a trace 
of darker toning in the right obverse field. The 
fields are very lustrous and well preserved. This 
piece was earlier in the Bareford and Halpern 
collections. An outstanding opportunity for the 
large cent connoisseur. [#22510]......5,875.00 









IN MEMORIAM 
HANS M.F SCHULMAN 1913-1990 


We note with sadness the passing of Hans M.F. 
Schulman, veteran dealer, who passed away at the 
age of 76 on March 8, at the Columbia Presbyteri- 
an Hospital in New York City. Hans, a firm friend 
for many years and a frequent contributor to the 
Rare Coin Review, enjoyed life to its fullest. As a 
professional numismatist he rubbed elbows with 
royalty, (including King Farouk of Egypt, Emperor 
Haile Selassie of Ethiopia and King Umberto of Ita- 
ly), conducted over 200 sales of coins and antiqui- 
ties, and was well known and respected worldwide. 
He was an organizer of the International Associa- 
tion of Professional Numismatists (IAPN) and a char- 
ter member of the Professional Numismatists Guild 
(PNG). 

Hans enjoyed the international travel scene and 
was one of the first in the business to become a 
“jetsetter’” He knew the leading cities and resort 
areas of the world, especially Europe, like the back 
of his hand, and was a devotee of fine food and 
drink. Like B. Max Mehl, Hans always maintained 
his cheerful disposition. Undoubtedly, his motto 
must have been, ‘‘If you can’t say something nice, 
don’t say anything at all,’ for he practiced this con- 
tinuously. 

Born in Amsterdam, Holland, in 1913, Hans 
joined a family already known in numismatics, for 
his grandfather had entered business in the same 
city in 1880. Moving to the United States in 1939 
to escape Nazi persecution, he entered the coin 
trade in New York City. Over the ensuing decades 
he conducted many auctions, primarily of world 
and ancient coins, including several in partnership 
with Abner Kreisberg. In later years, from 1971 un- 
til health forced his resignation in 1975, he was 
president and director of the Schulman Coin and 
Mint, Inc. firm. Later, Hans remained active in the 
hobby as a frequent attendee at conventions and 
as a writer. He will be missed by all who had the 
good fortune to know him. 
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Near Condition Census 
1795 Jefferson Head Cent 





1795 Jefferson Head. Plain Edge. S$-80. Rar- 
ity-5+. Sharpness of VF-35, but VG-10 overall. 
The surfaces are toned deep olive brown and 
are slightly porous throughout. Some edge 
nicks, and a small attempted puncture just 
below the central scribing dot on the obverse. 
Graded the same as Robinson Brown:107. This 
piece is nearly Condition Census (the finest 
specimen grades VF-35 and is permanently im- 
pounded in the ANS Collection; the second and 
third finest, both VF-25, are in the Carnegie Cok 
lection and a California collection). From our 
sale of the Norweb Collection, Lot 2740. An 
outstanding rarity in terms of condition and 
pedigree. [#24195] .vcscscssscssssseseessen 21,500.00 

The “Jefferson Head” cent is known with both lettered and 
plain edges. Of the Plain Edge type, as here offered, 40 to 45 
specimens are known. The Jefferson Head cents are ascribed 
to John Harper, who it is thought made these in Philadelphia 
during the early months of 1795 in an effort to secure the cent 
contract for himself, as congressional hearings threatened the 


possible permanent closing of the Mint in favor of letting 
coinage contracts to private mints in Birmingham, England. 


Great Books for Sale! 


See our book section in this issue for some real- 
ly great buys on interesting and valuable refer- 
ence books. There is no. substitute for 
knowledge, as they say! 




































1797 S-140. EF-40. Variety with imperfect T i 
ERTY and swelling at point of bust. Sharq 
attractive for the grade, with strong detail 
all. A very pleasing example of early Drape 
copper coinage. [#23535]... 


1798/7 S-152. VF-20. Struck on a slightly gra 
planchet, but exhibiting exceptional devicd 
tail for the grade. One of just three over« 
types struck this year, and popular as suc 
nice coin. (#24938 |e. ners 95 





Classic 1799/8 Cent 


1799/8 $188. F-12. A sharp example of th 
classic large cent rarity. The overall surface of th 
coin is very pleasing. A superb opportunity for th 
large cent specialist. [#18302]... 4,950.0 


Rare 1799 Cent 


1799 S-189. F-15. This piece has a sharp date an 
sharply defined LIBERTY legend, which is ve 
unusual for the issue. A couple of minor mark 
are noted near the 1 in the date for accurac 
The chocolate brown fields are slightly porou 
A superb opportunity for the large cent specia 
ist. [#20758) ssace-cceecn pied es 950.0 


The 1799 large cent is a famous issue, representing the rare 
date in the large cent series. The finest known specimen is t 
Henry Hines piece (named after a previous owner) whid 
grades AU-50. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


Each coin in this Rare Coin Review comes with 
a 30-day money back guarantee of satisfaction. 
We know you'll be delighted with our quality, 
value, and service. 









RARE COIN REVIEW No. 7& 


U.S. Copper Coins 





trous fields. Nearly 70% mint red is still present 
on the surfaces. Sure to delight the quality-con- 
scious Collector. [#24795] ...ccccssssssssessseeee 795.00 
1829 AU-50. Lustrous. [#24335]... 195.00 





mportant 1802/0 VF-30 Half Cent Large Cents 








Third Finest Known 1794 S-64 1c 





1802/0 Reverse of 1802. B-2. C-2. VF-30 
GS). Attractive medium brown surfaces sur- 
nd bold devices. One of two die varieties of 
2 1802 half cent. Both varieties were struck 
bm the same obverse die which is actually an 
erdate, 1802/0. The earlier, so-called Reverse 
1800 variety is distinguished by one leaf to 
h side of the wreath’s apex (this variety is ex- 
edingly rare and it is believed that fewer than 
specimens exist with the nicest examples 
en by Walter Breen grading just Fine). The 
02 variety with the “regular” reverse, as of- 
ed here, has one leaf to the left of the wreath 
ex and two leaves to the right, resembling a 
bster claw. Mintage reports indicate that 
,366 half cents were coined for the year 
B02. Most extant specimens grade Good to 
e and VF pieces are scarce. A prize for the 
If cent specialist. [#20123]... 5,950.00 





1855: + B-1, C-1. MS-63 (PCGS). Brown. The ap- 
peal of frosty lustre is enhanced by light pastel 
overtones. Sharply struck. [#24336] $435 » MS- 
64 (PCGS). Red and Brown. Sharply struck. 
Subdued mint frost is present on the devices. A 
trace of light toning. [#25870]............. 1,150.00 

























VALUABLE NICKEL 


Thanks to Jonathan Moore, who sent us this ar- 
ticle from Time magazine, May 2, 1938: 

“A little 46-year-old Chicago sculptor named Felix 
Schlag last week gave the U.S. Treasury Department 
a nickel, and received $1,000 in change. Sculptor 
Schlag’s was no ordinary nickel, but a prize-winning 
plaster design for a new issue to be minted this fall, 
replacing the Buffalo-Indian Head, which has lived 
its minimum statutory life of 25 years. The 1938 
nickel will have on its heads side the profile of Tho- 
mas Jefferson, on its tails side his Monticello, Va. 
home. Schlag’s design was chosen by Director of 
the Mint Nellie Tayloe Ross, sculptors Heinz War- 
neke, Albert Stewart, and Sidney Waugh from 390 
designs which showed Jefferson standing, sitting, 
amused, grim, spindly, fat, and Monticello from all 

ae : angles, in one case with an eagle perched on the FON hs. 
04 Spiked Chin variety. C-8. AU-55. An aesthet- roof. by 0794 
ically pleasing example of this issue with strong Had Sculptor Schlag won the $1,000 sooner, it 
central detail. Medium tan in color. It is believed might have saved the life of his 28-year-old bride 
that this variety was created when a broken of less than one year, who died of pneumonia in 
screw caused damage to the obverse die. March after 22 weeks’ illness. Schlag, who could 
25 N0s| Mee eek. eet D 695.00 not afford to send her to a hospital, designed the 
Jefferson nickel in such time as he could spare from 
nursing her. 








































1794 Sheldon-64. Rarity-5. MS-60. Variety 
without the fraction bar. Beautiful glossy brown 
surfaces surround extremely well struck devices. 
The fields are very well preserved, with just a 
couple of very minor marks noted. Fully lustrous 
and well centered. A noteworthy opportunity 
for the astute collector. This, like the famous S- 
48 Starred Reverse, is a major design variation 
of the year. From the Stickney, Naftzger and 
Halpern collections. A prize for the connoisseur. 
R24 244 Ree Aes, ete te 17,900.00 
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Collecting Large Cents? 


The following books are indispensable to the 
large cent collector and anyone interested in 
large cents. See the Bowers and Merena book 
listing for information on how to order. 








B11 B-2, C-2, Rarity-4. F-15. Close Date variety. Very 






















sharp for the grade. Pleasing chocolate brown sur- 
faces add to the appeal of the piece. A scarce issue 
in the half cent series. One of just 63,140 pieces 
minted this year. [#24332] ...cccscsssssssssescssessee 595.00 
B28 12 Stars: + AG-3. [#4748] $18 » G4. [#6797] 
$26 + VG-8. [#4753] $39 + VF-30. [#4773] $95 - 
TAU E77: | Laer ee ent As Oe Ot RD 195.00 
The 1828 12 Stars half cent is the only issue of its denomi 
nation bearing the wrong count of 12 obverse stars. Apparently 
someone at the Mint was not paying attention and arranged the 


stars improperly. Another notable issue with this errant star 
count is the 1832 $5 gold piece. 


B28 13 Stars. C-3. MS-63 (NGC). Red and 
Brown. Frosty devices are surrounded by lus- 


RARE COIN REVIEW No. 79 


Bowers, Q. David. United States Copper Coins: 
An Action Guide for the Collector and In- 
vestor. (Stock No. BBM-302) $9.95 

Grellman, J.R. & Jules Reiver. Attribution Guide 
for United States Large Cents 1840-1857 
(large expanded version). (Stock No. 
BGR-202) $70.00 

Merkin, Lester. Catalogue of the Louis Helfen- 
stein Collection of Large Cents (Stock No. 
BME-750) $25.00 

The Norweb Collection, Part Ill. Catalogue. 
(Stock No. BBM-605) $25.00. Deluxe hard- 
bound (Stock No. BBM-606) $65.00. 








GOOD REASONS TO BUY YOUR 


COINS FROM BOWERS & MERENA 


Our vast selection: Buying coins 
#1] from Bowers and Merena is like 

buying coins from a vast numisma- 
tic department store. We pride ourselves on 
the wide choice of material we offer, from co- 
lonial issues to double eagles, from currency 
to exonumia, from foreign coins to American 
private and territorial gold. Whatever your area 
of interest, chances are that Bowers and Mere- 
na has it in stock! 
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